
ANNUAL
REPORT 2018
Promoting access to safe, effective, 
quality and affordable essential 
medical products for all

WHO Medicines, Vaccines and Pharmaceuticals





ANNUAL REPORT 2018

Promoting access to safe, 
effective, quality and 

affordable essential medical 
products for all



2

© World Health Organization 2019

Some rights reserved. This work is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 IGO licence (CC 
BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo). 

Under the terms of this licence, you may copy, redistribute and adapt the work for non-commercial purposes, provided the work 
is appropriately cited, as indicated below. In any use of this work, there should be no suggestion that WHO endorses any specific 
organization, products or services. The use of the WHO logo is not permitted. If you adapt the work, then you must license your 
work under the same or equivalent Creative Commons licence. If you create a translation of this work, you should add the following 
disclaimer along with the suggested citation: “This translation was not created by the World Health Organization (WHO). WHO is not 
responsible for the content or accuracy of this translation. The original English edition shall be the binding and authentic edition”. 

Any mediation relating to disputes arising under the licence shall be conducted in accordance with the mediation rules of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization.

Suggested citation. WHO Medicines, Vaccines and Pharmaceuticals (MVP) 2018 annual report: promoting access to safe, effective, 
quality and affordable essential medical products for all (WHO/MVP/EMP/2019.03). Geneva: World Health Organization; 2019. Licence: 
CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO.

Cataloguing-in-Publication (CIP) data. CIP data are available at http://apps.who.int/iris.

Sales, rights and licensing. To purchase WHO publications, see http://apps.who.int/bookorders. To submit requests for commercial 
use and queries on rights and licensing, see http://www.who.int/about/licensing.
Third-party materials. If you wish to reuse material from this work that is attributed to a third party, such as tables, figures or images, 
it is your responsibility to determine whether permission is needed for that reuse and to obtain permission from the copyright holder. 
The risk of claims resulting from infringement of any third-party-owned component in the work rests solely with the user.

General disclaimers. The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of WHO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted and dashed lines on maps represent approximate 
border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed or recommended 
by WHO in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary 
products are distinguished by initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by WHO to verify the information contained in this publication. However, the published 
material is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation and 
use of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall WHO be liable for damages arising from its use. 

WHO/MVP/EMP/2019.03

Design and layout: Sophie Hollies
Printed by the WHO Document Production Services, Geneva, Switzerland



3

MESSAGE	 05

2018 AT A GL ANCE	 06

08

CONTENTS
ANNUAL REPORT 2018

KEY PUBLIC ATIONS 	 28

MEETINGS IN 2018 	 30

DONORS AND FUNDING PARTNERS 	 32

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS	
	Access to safe, effective and quality medicines and vaccines 

for all

Antimicrobial resistance: action today for a healthier 
tomorrow

Towards equitable access to assistive technologies

Weighing the evidence on drug dependence

Supporting stronger regulatory systems

Pre-qualification: the door to affordable access to quality 
medical products

Promoting safety of medicines, vaccines and medical 
products for all

08

13

16

18

19

22

24



  1  Link to quotation

1Measure our success 
not by our outputs, but 

by outcomes - by the 
measurable impact we 
deliver where it matters 
most: that’s in countries.

“
”Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General

WHO/iStock
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Access to health products continues to be a major 
challenge in low- and middle-income countries and, 
due to rising prices, has become one for wealthy 
countries as well. While a central health and human 
right, access to health products is also a pillar of 
development – without preventive, diagnostic and 
treatment tools populations cannot thrive.  For these 
reasons, WHO’s principal goal of achieving universal 
health coverage is dependent on access to vaccines, 
medicines and other medical technologies for all.

Access alone however will not help us reach the goals 
WHO and the international community have set in the 
shorter and longer terms.  We must ensure that access 
is equitable, and that medicines and other health 
products are affordable, quality-assured, safe and 
effective.

WHO has therefore been working along two main 
lines – formulating policies that will allow for more 
people to receive the treatment they need and issuing 
guidance on the norms and standards that must be 
applied to ensure health products do what they are 
supposed to do.  Interaction between these two broad 
streams is essential if we want to ensure that people 
everywhere have the opportunity to be diagnosed 
and treated so they can have a higher quality of life.

To that end, WHO developed its first ever ‘Access 
Roadmap’ for vaccines, medicines and health 
products in 2018.  The roadmap serves as a framework 
for countries to build the necessary blocks for 
sustainable access.

Other firsts included the revision of the Global 
Benchmarking Tool, an instrument used to measure 
and improve countries’ regulatory agencies’ 
proficiency.  The 2018 success story in regulatory 
strengthening was United Republic of Tanzania’s 
achievement of a well-functioning regulatory system 
after a number of technical exchanges with WHO. 

In the pages that follow you will find details of these 
and many more developments. For those who 
want to delve deeper, we highlight some of the key 
publications and flagship meetings of the year.

2019 promises to be another year of growth and 
change as WHO undergoes a major transformation. 
This will only further strengthen our will and ability 
to support countries to increase access to health 
products and achieve sustainable health care for their 
populations. 

Mariângela Simão
Assistant Director-General
Access to Medicines, Vaccines and Pharmaceuticals

MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL

”
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 of the WHO 

Programme 
for International 
Drug Monitoring

50TH

TRAINING WORKSHOPS 
on substandard and falsified 
medicines for approximately 

300 participants 
from 60 countries
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An ACCESS ROADMAP 
developed to direct WHO’s 
work for greater access in 

countries

UNITED REPUBLIC OF 
TANZANIA 
becomes  
country in Africa to 
achieve recognition as

 

1ST

WELL-FUNCTIONING 
REGULATORY SYSTEM

for medical products

PREQUALIFIED BY WHO

12 10 5348

MEDICINES IN VITRO 
DIAGNOSTICS VACCINES VECTOR CONTROL 

PRODUCTS

APPROVED SDG 

INDICATOR on access 

to medicines to 

determine national 

availability and 

affordability of a set of 

essential medicines for 

primary healthcare

1st-time

YEAR
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