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The Health Evidence Network
The Health Evidence Network (HEN) is an information service for public health decision-makers in the 
WHO European Region, in action since 2003 and initiated and coordinated by the WHO Regional Office for 
Europe under the umbrella of the WHO European Health Information Initiative (a multipartner network 
coordinating all health information activities in the WHO European Region).

HEN supports public health decision-makers to use the best available evidence in their own decision-
making and aims to ensure links between evidence, health policies and improvements in public health. 
The HEN synthesis report series provides summaries of what is known about the policy issue, the gaps in the 
evidence and the areas of debate. Based on the synthesized evidence, HEN proposes policy considerations, 
not recommendations, for policy-makers to formulate their own recommendations and policies within 
their national context.

The Migration and Health programme
The Migration and Health programme, the first fully fledged programme on migration and health within WHO, 
was established at the WHO Regional Office for Europe in 2011 to support Member States to strengthen the 
health sector’s capacity to provide evidence-informed responses to the public health challenges for refugee 
and migrant health. The programme operates under the umbrella of the European health policy framework 
Health 2020 and provides support to Member States under four pillars: technical assistance; health information, 
research and training; policy development; and advocacy and communication. The programme promotes 
a collaborative intercountry approach to migrant health by facilitating policy dialogue and encouraging 
coherent health interventions along migration routes to promote the health of refugees and migrants and 
protect public health in host communities. In preparation for implementing the priorities outlined in the 
Thirteenth General Programme of Work, 2019–2023, the Migration and Health programme was co-located 
with the Office of the Regional Director in August 2019. This is the tenth report in themed issues on migration 
and health. Previous migration and health issues (HEN synthesis reports 42–47, 53, 56 and 62) are available 
at http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/migration-and-health/publications/
health-evidence-network-hen-synthesis-reports.
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Abstract
The recent rapid increases in population movements across borders highlight the importance of reliable 
data on refugee and migrant health for public health planning. This scoping report examined evidence on 
the availability and integration of refugee and migrant health data in health information systems in the 
WHO European Region. Refugee and migrant health data were available in 25 of the Region's 53 Member 
States, but differences existed in the availability, data types and main sources of data collection. Except for 
countries with population registers, the predominant data sources were medical records, disease-specific 
records and notification data. Data integration was often limited, and health monitoring surveys and 
data linkage approaches were underused. Policy considerations include harmonizing migrant definitions, 
promoting the coordination/governance of data collection, performance monitoring for health information 
systems, promoting cross-country exchange of experiences, exploiting data linkage, expanding existing 
health surveillance, reducing health-care barriers and strengthening general health information systems.
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