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FOREWORD

The World Health Organization (WHO) and Member States share a vision: ensuring health and
well-being through universal access to quality maternal and newborn health-care services. With
more women receiving antenatal and perinatal care at health facilities in the Western Pacific
Region, it is time to focus more on quality of care. Many instances of death and morbidity can
be prevented by evidence-based interventions at health facilities.

In its mandate to provide normative guidance to Member States, WHO has issued various
evidence-based guidelines and recommendations on maternal health care. This report shows
the dissemination and implementation status of these guidelines and recommendations in
eight Member States that account for 96% of maternal deaths and 97% of neonatal deaths
in the Region.

The experiences of these Member States point to a need to ensure that guidelines and protocols
are informed by the most recent WHO recommendations and that protocols are fully applied
in practice.

To reach the ambitious targets of the Sustainable Development Goals, WHO stands ready to
work even harder with Member States to bring high-quality maternal care to all women in
every part of the Region.

The findings of this report suggest that national guidelines and protocols often do notinclude
the more recent WHO recommendations. Where the degree of congruity with WHO guidelines
is high, the protocols are often not fully applied in practice.

Y7 .

Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph.D.
Regional Director for the Western Pacific
World Health Organization
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