
The eighth meeting of the World Health Organization's South-East Asia Regional 

Immunization Technical Advisory Group (SEAR-ITAG) was held from 13 to 16 June 

2017 in New Delhi, India.

 SEAR-ITAG is a technical group comprising of experts from disciplines such as 

programme management, communicable diseases/vaccine preventable diseases 

control, virology, epidemiology and immunization. SEAR- ITAG provides guidance 

on setting of regional priorities for immunization and technical support for 

strengthening routine immunization services to member states. It meets annually 

with the participation of national EPI managers and surveillance focal points and 

partners to review progress on increasing immunization coverage, surveillance 

performance, programme issues, and matters related to vaccine quality assurance, 

and provides guidance on ways to improve and sustain overall high quality 

performance in member states. 

This publication provides an overview of conclusions and recommendations of 

expert group, SEAR-ITAG, annual meeting during 2017.
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Acronyms

AD  auto-disable

AEFI adverse event following immunization 

AES acute encephalitis syndrome

AFP acute flaccid paralysis

bOPV  bivalent oral poliovirus vaccine

CAH Child and Adolescent Health Programme

CCS containment certification scheme

CDS Communicable Diseases Department

cMYP comprehensive multiyear plan

CRS congenital rubella syndrome 

DTP3 third dose of diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine

DHIS district health information software

EAPRO East Asia and Pacific Regional Office

EPI  Expanded Programme on Immunization

ES environmental surveillance

GAPIII WHO Global Action Plan to minimize poliovirus facility-associated 
risk after type-specific eradication of wild polioviruses and sequential 
cessation of oral polio vaccine use

Gavi Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance

GDP Good Distribution Practices

GHSSVH Global Health Sector Strategy on Viral Hepatitis 

GVAP Global Vaccine Action Plan

HBV chronic hepatitis B virus
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HbsAg hepatitis B surface antigen 

HepB hepatitis B vaccine

HepB3 third dose of hepatitis B vaccine

HepB-BD hepatitis B vaccine birth dose

HPV human papilloma virus 

HSS health system strengthening 

ID intra dermal

IEAG India Expert Advisory Group

IPV inactivated poliovirus vaccine 

ITAG Immunization Technical Advisory Group

IVD Immunization and Vaccine Development Unit

JE  Japanese encephalitis

JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency

JRF Joint Reporting Form

LBs live births

MeaNS measles nucleotide surveillance

MCV measles containing vaccine 

MCV1 first dose of measles containing vaccine 

MCV2 second dose of measles containing vaccine

MNCH Maternal Neonatal Child Health Unit

MNTE maternal and neonatal tetanus elimination

MR measles rubella vaccine

MOV missed opportunities for vaccination

NAC national authority for containment

NCCPE national certification committee for polio eradication

NCTF national containment task force

NIP national immunization programme
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