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Abbreviations

AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome

HIV human immunodeficiency virus

NCD noncommunicable diseases

ITU International Telecommunications Union

MDGs Millennium Development Goals

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals

TB tuberculosis

UN United Nations

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

WHO World Health Organization 
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Introduction

The Shanghai Conference – a political watershed for  
health promotion

The world has substantially changed since the Ottawa Charter on Health Promotion was adopted 30 years ago. 
Globalization, the internet and climate change, are examples of significant forces that have fundamentally changed 
the world and how it operates. With these changes come unprecedented threats to human health and well-being 
as well as new, and exciting, frontiers for promoting health.

The proceedings and outcomes of the 9th Global conference on health promotion in Shanghai clearly reflect this 
new reality. The conference asserts that now, more than any other time in history, promoting health is essential to 
responding to today’s interconnected challenges and to delivering on the promise of sustainable development.

Over 1260 high-level political stakeholders were engaged in the conference, emphasizing the need for bold 
political action across sectors in order to promote health. The message is clear: health is a political issue and, 
therefore, political choices and commitments are crucial.

The Shanghai conference was nothing less than a political watershed for health and health promotion. High-level 
statements and commitments delivered during the conference – most notably from the host country itself – send 
a clear signal that promoting health lies at the centre of a global agenda that will transform the world and ensure 
that all people can fulfil their potential in dignity, equality, and in a safe and healthy environment.

This new phase calls for a re-framing of health promotion that reflects its emerging transformative potential. 
There are concrete opportunities for implementation following the conference, that are accompanied by a sense of 
urgency to take advantage of this unique and historic strategic moment.

Good health is good politics. The conference calls on the global community – leaders, policy-makers,  
communities – to #ChooseHealth and leave no one behind.
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Excerpts from the opening remarks by Li Keqiang, Premiere of the State Council 
of the People’s Republic of China at the opening ceremony of the 9th Global 
Conference on Health Promotion 

“Health is a cornerstone for the comprehensive development and well-being of the people and a 
hallmark of national prosperity and social progress. 

This year marks the start of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
The theme of this conference ‘Health promotion in the sustainable development goals’ highlights 
the important role of health promotion in [this] global sustainable development endeavour. 
Discussions around this theme will go a long way to promoting consensus and synergy for the full 
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) … We should enhance policy dialogue 
and build a platform for health governance cooperation. Health promotion is the common endeavour 
of mankind. 

China is at a decisive stage for building a moderately prosperous society in all respects. At the 
recently held National Health Conference, the first in the new century, President Xi Jinping outlined 
in an important speech the overall guidelines, targets and tasks for building a healthy China from a 
strategic and overarching perspective and proposed principles for health-related work. 

Under the framework of the UN and the WHO, China will continue to actively participate in global 
health promotion efforts and do its best to provide assistance to other developing countries.

Health is an eternal pursuit of mankind, and health promotion is the shared responsibility of the 
international community. Let us work together to make our world a better and healthier place!” 

Above: Premier Li 
Keqiang delivers the 

opening address at the 
conference

Excerpts from the message by Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the United Nations at the 
opening of the 9th Global Conference on Health Promotion

“Health and well-being are at the centre of the Sustainable Development Goals, they are a pre-condition, 
outcome and an indicator of progress. That is why we must promote health through all 17 global goals with 
innovation and commitment.

People need safe water, improved sanitation, a clean environment and healthy ecosystems so they can thrive.

They need universal health coverage so they can access the services they require to prevent and treat disease 
without being forced into poverty.

And they need health literacy so they can make informed decisions about nutrition, wellness and care.

These are among the basic requirements for peace, prosperity, opportunity and dignity for all.

Let us promote health and well-being for people and the planet, and fulfil the pledge to leave no one behind.“
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