
 R E G I O N A L  A C T I O N  A G E N D A  o n

Achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals  
in the Western Pacific 





Regional Action Agenda on  
Achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals  
in the Western Pacific 



© World Health Organization 2017
ISBN 978 92 9061 789 1 

Some rights reserved. This work is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 IGO licence 
(CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo). 

Under the terms of this licence, you may copy, redistribute and adapt the work for non-commercial purposes, provided the work is 
appropriately cited, as indicated below. In any use of this work, there should be no suggestion that WHO endorses any specific organization, 
products or services. The use of the WHO logo is not permitted. If you adapt the work, then you must license your work under the same 
or equivalent Creative Commons licence. If you create a translation of this work, you should add the following disclaimer along with the 
suggested citation: “This translation was not created by the World Health Organization (WHO). WHO is not responsible for the content or 
accuracy of this translation. The original English edition shall be the binding and authentic edition.” 

Any mediation relating to disputes arising under the licence shall be conducted in accordance with the mediation rules of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/mediation/rules).

Suggested citation. Regional agenda on achieving the sustainable development goals in the Western Pacific. Manila, Philippines: World 
Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific; 2017. Licence: CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO.

Cataloguing-in-Publication (CIP) data. 1. Conservation of natural resources. 2. Goals. 3. Health Priorities. 4. Regional health planning.  
I. World Health Organization. Regional Office for the Western Pacific. 

Sales, rights and licensing. To purchase WHO publications, see http://apps.who.int/bookorders. To submit requests for commercial use 
and queries on rights and licensing, see http://www.who.int/about/licensing. 

For WHO Western Pacific Regional Publications, request for permission to reproduce should be addressed to Publications Office, World 
Health Organization, Regional Office for the Western Pacific, P.O. Box 2932, 1000, Manila, Philippines, Fax. No. (632) 521-1036, email: 
wpropuballstaff@who.int

Third-party materials. If you wish to reuse material from this work that is attributed to a third party, such as tables, figures or images, it 
is your responsibility to determine whether permission is needed for that reuse and to obtain permission from the copyright holder. The 
risk of claims resulting from infringement of any third-party-owned component in the work rests solely with the user.

General disclaimers. The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of WHO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted and dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for 
which there may not yet be full agreement. The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that 
they are endorsed or recommended by WHO in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions 
excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters. All reasonable precautions have been taken by 
WHO to verify the information contained in this publication. However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any 
kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall 
WHO be liable for damages arising from its use. For inquiries and request for WHO Western Pacific Regional Publications, please contact 
the Publications Office, World Health Organization, Regional Office for the Western Pacific, P.O. Box 2932, 1000, Manila, Philippines, Fax. 
No. (632) 521-1036, email: wpropuballstaff@who.int

Photos credits: © AFP: pp. vi, 1, 41, 70, 71 – © Kadir Van Lohuizen/Noor: p. 8 – © Photoshare: pp. 4, 58, 70 – © WHO: p. 54
© Yoshi Shimizu: cover, p. 70



CONTENTS

Foreword.............................................................................................................................................................v

Abbreviations..................................................................................................................................................vi

Executive summary................................................................................................................................... vii

I. 	 Introduction.............................................................................................................................................1

II. 	 Achievements, challenges and opportunities....................................................................4

III. 	 An action agenda..................................................................................................................................8

	 SECTION 1. 
What are countries aiming to achieve, and how will they know?..............................10

	 SECTION 2.  
What are the policy and programme priorities for leaving no one behind?...........19

	 SECTION 3.  
How will countries put their priorities into effect?...........................................................32

	 SECTION 4.  
How can the health sector drive the agenda?.....................................................................43

IV.	 The way forward................................................................................................................................54

V.	 References............................................................................................................................................58

VI.	 Glossary.................................................................................................................................................61

VII.	 Appendices...........................................................................................................................................71



REGIONAL ACTION AGENDA ON ACHIEVING THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC

iv



v

FOREWORD

A new era in global health and development began in 2016. The 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development came into force, after its adoption by world leaders in 2015. This new 
holistic vision of global development calls on countries to achieve 17 interconnected 
and interdependent Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and leave no one behind. 

The SDGs build on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), but they go much 
further. While the Western Pacific Region made remarkable progress under the MDGs, 
gains did not benefit all groups equitably.  

The SDGs reflect a new understanding that today’s health and development challenges 
are increasingly complex, integrated and interlinked. They require more integrated and 
inclusive strategies to achieve economic, environmental, political and social develop-
ment that leaves no one behind. 

The SDGs place more demands on Member States and WHO. Member States may build 
on information systems, policies, reporting and coordination arrangements. At the same 
time, however, they must go beyond business as usual to develop new ways of working 
that address the underlying determinants of quality of life. They must work across all 
sectors and stakeholders to achieve the vision of sustainable development for everyone.

At the sixty-seventh session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific 
in October 2016, Member States endorsed the Regional Action Agenda on Achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals in the Western Pacific. We stand ready to support 
Member States – at all levels of development – in their efforts to achieve the many 
health-related targets of the SDGs.  

Working together, we can make the vision of sustainable development a reality for all 
of the nearly 1.9 billion people who call the Western Pacific Region home.

Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph.D.
Regional Director
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ABBREVIATIONS

AMR		  antimicrobial resistance

APSED		  Asia Pacific Strategy for Emerging Diseases

CRVS		  civil registration and vital statistics

DHBs		  district health boards

GDP		  gross domestic product

FETPs		  field epidemiology training programmes

HiAP		  Health in All Policies

ICT		  information and communications technology

ISDS		  investor–state dispute settlement

IHR		  International Health Regulations

JEE		  joint external evaluation

M&E		  monitoring and evaluation

MAPS		  mainstreaming, acceleration and policy support

M&E		  monitoring and evaluation

MDGs		  Millennium Development Goals

MFA		  Medical Financial Assistance

NHIS		  National Health Insurance Service

NHID		  National Health Insurance Database

NCD		  noncommunicable disease

OOP		  out-of-pocket

SDGs		  Sustainable Development Goals

SDH		  social determinants of health

TB		  tuberculosis

UHC		  universal health coverage

UN		  United Nations

WHO		  World Health Organization
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