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GLOSSARY OF MIGRATION-RELATED TERMS

International Organization for Migration (7]

Asylum seeker

Border control

Border crossing

Casual cross-
border migrant

Circular
migration

Contractual
labour

Country of
destination

Country of origin

Deportation

A person who seeks safety from persecution or serious
harm in a country other than his or her own and awaits

a decision on the application for refugee status under
relevant international and national instruments. In case of
a negative decision, the person must leave the country and
may be expelled, as may any non-national in an irregular
or unlawful situation, unless permission to stay is provided
on humanitarian or other related grounds.

A state’s regulation of the entry and departure of people

to and from its territory, in exercise of its sovereignty,
whether this is conducted at the physical border or outside
of the territory in an embassy or consulate.

The physical act of crossing a border either at an
established checkpoint or elsewhere along the border.

A person who moves informally across porous borders
into neighbouring countries, usually over the span of days
or weeks.

The fluid movement of people between countries,
including temporary or long-term movement which may
be beneficial to all involved, if occurring voluntarily and
linked to the labour needs of countries of origin and
destination.

Labour supplied for a specific purpose over a fixed period
of time by a contractor.

The country that is a destination for migratory flows
(regular or irregular). See also host country, receiving
country.

The country that is a source of migratory flows (regular or
irregular). See also sending country.

The act of a state in the exercise of its sovereignty in
removing a non-national from its territory to his or her
country of origin or third state after refusal of admission
or termination of permission to remain.
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A migrant who entered a country lawfully and remains
in the country in accordance with his or her admission
criteria.

A person belonging to, or owing an allegiance to, another
state.

See country of destination, receiving country.
See irregular migrant, undocumented migrant.

A process by which non-nationals move into a country for
the purpose of settlement.

Status of a migrant under the immigration law of the host
country.

A person who moves within the borders of a country,
usually measured across regional, district or municipal
boundaries, resulting in a change of usual place of
residence.

A movement of people from one area of a country to
another area of the same country for the purpose or with
the effect of establishing a new residence. This migration
may be temporary or permanent. Internal migrants move
but remain within their country of origin (for example,
rural to urban migration).

People or groups of people who have been forced or
obliged to flee or to leave their homes or places of
habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in

order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of
generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural
or human-made disasters, and who have not crossed an
internationallv recoanized state horder.




