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to see that the guidance touches upon this 
important area with advice, not only on 
research and emergency use of unproven 
interventions, but also on rapid data sharing 
see: http://www.who.int/ihr/procedures/
SPG_data_sharing.pdf?ua=1.

The importance given to communication 
during an infectious disease outbreak 
can make or break public health efforts, 
and WHO takes this very seriously. This 
document outlines the ethical principles that 
should guide communication planning and 
implementation at every level from frontline 
workers to policy-makers.

The guidance represents the work of an 
international group of stakeholders and 
experts, including public health practitioners 
in charge of response management at 
the local, national and international 
level; nongovernmental organization 
representatives; directors of funding 
agencies; chairs of ethics committees; heads 
of research laboratories; representatives 
of national regulatory agencies; patient 
representatives; and experts in public health 
ethics, bioethics, human rights, anthropology, 
and epidemiology. I am grateful for their 
support and input.

Dr Marie‑Paule Kieny
Assistant Director-General

Health Systems and Innovation

Infectious disease outbreaks are periods of 
great uncertainty. Events unfold, resources 
and capacities that are often limited 
are stretched yet further, and decisions 
for a public health response must be 
made quickly, even though the evidence 
for decision-making may be scant. In 
such a situation, public health officials, 
policy-makers, funders, researchers, field 
epidemiologists, first responders, national 
ethics boards, health-care workers, and public 
health practitioners need a moral compass 
to guide them in their decision-making. 
Bioethics puts people at the heart of the 
problem, emphasizes the principles that 
should guide health systems, and provides 
the moral rationale for making choices, 
particularly in a crisis.

I therefore welcome the development of 
the Guidance for managing ethical issues 
in infectious disease outbreaks, which will 
be key to embedding ethics within the 
integrated global alert and response system 
for epidemics and other public health 
emergencies. The publication will also 
support and strengthen the implementation 
and uptake of policies and programmes in 
this context.

Research is an integral part of the public 
health response – not only to learn about the 
current epidemic but also to build an evidence 
base for future epidemics. Research during 
an epidemic ranges from epidemiological and 
socio-behavioral to clinical trials and toxicity 
studies, all of which are crucial. I am pleased 

Foreword

http://www.who.int/ihr/procedures/SPG_data_sharing.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/ihr/procedures/SPG_data_sharing.pdf?ua=1


4

G
ui

da
nc

e 
fo

r 
M

an
ag

in
g 

Et
hi

ca
l I

ss
ue

s 
in

 In
fe

ct
io

us
 D

is
ea

se
 O

ut
br

ea
ks

University Hospitals, Switzerland; Heather 
Draper, University of Birmingham, United 
Kingdom; Kenneth Goodman, Miller School 
of Medicine, University of Miami, USA; 
Morenike Oluwatoyin Ukpong, Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Nigeria; Paul Bouvier, 
International Committee of the Red Cross, 
Switzerland; Ruth Macklin, Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, USA; Voo Tech Chuan, 
Centre for Biomedical Ethics, National 
University of Singapore, Singapore.

The advice, comments and guidance of 
the following entities are also gratefully 
acknowledged: COST Action IS 1201: 
Disaster Bioethics (in particular Dónal 
O'Mathúna, Dublin City University, Ireland; 
the staff of the Nuffield Council on 
Bioethics, United Kingdom (in particular 
Hugh Whittall); Johns Hopkins Berman 
Institute of Bioethics, USA (in particular 
Nancy Kass and Jeffrey Kahn); the 
International Severe Acute Respiratory and 
Emerging Infection Consortium, United 
Kingdom and its members (in particular 
Alistair Nichol, Irish Critical Care–Clinical 
Research Core, University College Dublin, 
Ireland, and Raul Pardinaz-Solis, Centre 
for Tropical Medicine and Global Health, 
University of Oxford, United Kingdom); and 
the Secretariat of the National Committee 
of Bioethics, King Abdulaziz City for 
Science and Technology, Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia.

WHO appreciates the collaboration of the 
Chairperson (Christiane Woopen, then 

Acknowledgements

The Guidance document was produced 
under the overall direction of Abha Saxena, 
Coordinator of the Global Health Ethics 
team, supported by Andreas Reis and Maria 
Magdalena Guraiib.

WHO is grateful to Carl Coleman for his 
role as lead writer, his analysis and synthesis 
of existing guidance documents, and his 
incorporation of comments generated 
during preparatory meetings and the 
broader peer review process.

Appreciation is extended to the many 
individuals and organizations who 
provided comments on drafts of the 
guidance document, including: Alice 
Desclaux, Institut de Recherche pour le 
Développement, France; Aminu Yakubu, 
Federal Ministry of Health, Nigeria; Annick 
Antierens, Médecins Sans Frontières, 
Belgium; Bagher Larijani, Endocrinology and 
Metabolism Research Center, Iran (Islamic 
Republic of); Brad Freeman, Washington 
University School of Medicine, USA; 
Catherine Hankins, Amsterdam Institute 
for Global Health and Development, 
Netherlands; Cheryl Macpherson, Bioethics 
Department, St. George’s University School 
of Medicine, Grenada; Claude Vergès, 
Universidad de Panamá, Panama; Drue 
H Barrett, Nicole J Cohen, and Rita F 
Helfand, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, USA; Dirceu Greco, Federal 
University of Minas Gerais, Brazil; Edward 
Foday, Ministry of Health and Sanitation, 
Sierra Leone; Emilie Alirol, Geneva 

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_26908


