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INTRODUCTION

This document was developed for the country offices of the World Health Organization and 
national institutions, as an overview of the key information needed for advising their Member 
States in response to questions raised on human health due to influenza animal outbreaks or 
detections. It assembles the available information from WHO, FAO, other UN agencies, as well as 
that from the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), on recommendations and guidelines 
on avian influenza that might be relevant to a country experiencing outbreaks of influenza in 
poultry or facing suspicion of human infections with avian influenza viruses.
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KEY ISSUES: 
•	Avian influenza is a disease of domestic and wild birds with severe consequences for the 

poultry sector when outbreaks of disease occur.

•	Avian influenza viruses can also infect humans, usually as a result of direct contact between 
humans and infected birds. Human infections with avian influenza viruses are rare, and there 
is no evidence suggesting these viruses are easily transmitted from person to person.

Information Sources: 
www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/avian_influenza/en/
www.who.int/influenza/human_animal_interface/en/
www.who.int/zoonoses/diseases/animal_influenza/en/
www.who.int/csr/don/2004_10_29/en
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