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The Interagency list of priority medical devices for essential interventions for reproductive, maternal,
newborn and child health was initiated in June 2012 through a joint collaboration between the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and the World Health
Organization (WHO) under the auspices of the H4 partnership to update and expand three previous
publications:

Interagency list of essential medical devices for reproductive health, (2008);

Packages of interventions for family planning, safe abortion care, maternal, newborn and child
health (2010);

Essential interventions, commodities and guidelines for reproductive, maternal, newborn and child
health (2011).

The current document was developed from June 2012 to January 2014 through the continuous

collaboration of a core working group of professionals from the following organizations:
UNFPA: Agnes Chidanyika, Wilma Doedens, Isabel Lucas Manzano.

UNICEF: Monigue Supiot, Etleva Kadilli, Shauna Mullally, Helene Moller, Ludo Scheerlinck and Clara
Aranda.

WHO Department of Essential Medicines and Health Products (EMP): Yukiko Nakatani, Laura Alejandra
Velez Ruiz Gaitan, Adriana Velazquez Berumen.

Various WHO departments: Benedetta Allegranzi, Maurice Bucagu, James Farukai Tsimba Chitsva,
Neelam Dhingra-Kumar, Mario Philip Festin, Claudia M. Garcia Moreno Esteva, Selma Khamassi, Viviana
Mangiaterra, Meena Nathan Cherian, Teri Reynolds, Severin Ritter von Xylander, Anita Sands, Sheryl
Ziemin Vanderpoel, Wilson Milton Were, Teodora Elvira Wi, Susan Wilburn and interns: Alicia De Hoyos
Reyes, Jennette Leung, Nataly Mercado, Megan M Smith, Grace Wu and consultant Jean Poluta.

The document was developed under the overall coordination of Adriana Velazquez and supervision of
Gilles Forte and Kees de Joncheere of the WHO Department EMP. Technical support was received from

Bernadette Daelmans, WHO Department of Mother and Child Health who provided supervision for the
development of the children’s section, and from Kim Eva Dickson, UNICEF.

The primary financial support was received from The Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
through the WHO project “ Towards knowing global needs of medical devices”. Additional funds were
provided by UNICEF through a grant from Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada (DFATD) to the

H4+ and by WHO through a grant from the United Nations Commission on Life Saving Commodities.
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Abbreviations

MDG Millennium Development Goal
UN United Nations

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund
WHO World Health Organization

Colour codes

Family planning and reproductive health Clinical transfusion

Pregnancy/maternal health Laboratory
Childbirth Surgery and anesthesia
Post-Natal Mother

Injection safety

Post-Natal Baby (Newborn) Health care facilities

Infancy and childhood
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This publication is composed of the following sections:

Section 1

Describes the background, objectives, methodology and related definitions in the context of the current
document.

Section 2

Includes the list of essential interventions in reference with current WHO evidence-based guidelines for
reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health.

Section 3

Includes the sources of medical devices for the development of each matrix of medical devices by level of
health care facility.

Section 4

Presents the matrix of medical devices per continuum of care, for clinical procedures for reproductive,
maternal, newborn and child health, by level of health care facility, from health post to health centre to
district hospital. The information is presented in 16 tables. Specific medical devices have been grouped
under one name to avoid having a complicated extensive list of devices by intervention. For further analysis,
the groupings of these devices are explained in Section 3.2. For example, to find the medical devices for
intervention for pregnant women in a district hospital, please see the table entitled “Medical devices for
pregnancy at district hospital”.

Section 5

Lists medical devices and commodities for laboratory and blood bank. The laboratory supply is listed by 4
levels of health care facility. The essential commodities for blood bank are listed by the steps of procedure
for blood transfusion.

Section 6

Notes important guidance for providing safe surgery and anaesthesia and lists common surgical instruments
by surgical procedure in the matrix of medical devices in Section 4.
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