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VALIDATION OF ELIMINATION OF TRACHOMA AS A PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM 

 
Terminology 
 
10 In 1998, the Fifty-first World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA51.11 on the global 
elimination of blinding trachoma.1 For equivalent targets for other neglected tropical diseases, the 
term “elimination as a public health problem” has been adopted. For the sake of harmonization, the 
terminology now used for trachoma elimination is “elimination of trachoma as a public health 
problem”, not “elimination of blinding trachoma”. 
 
20 In 2012, Oman became the first country to be recognized as having eliminated trachoma as a 
public health problem.2 The process of assessment was referred to as a “verification” exercise.  In 
2015, the WHO Strategic and Technical Advisory Group on Neglected Tropical Diseases endorsed 
standardized processes for confirming and acknowledging success for all neglected tropical diseases 
targeted for eradication, elimination of transmission, or elimination as a public health problem.3 The 
process for diseases targeted for elimination as a public health problem has been defined as 
“validation”. 
 
 
Use of these standard operating procedures 
 
30 These standard operating procedures are intended to be used when a Member State wishes 
to request validation of national elimination of trachoma as a public health problem following 
implementation of the SAFE strategy,1 which comprises: surgery for trachomatous trichiasis, 
antibiotics to clear infection, and facial cleanliness and environmental improvement to reduce 
transmission. 
 
 
Technical indicators of elimination of trachoma as a public health problem 
 
40 Elimination of trachoma as a public health problem is defined as: (i) a prevalence of 
trachomatous trichiasis (TT) “unknown to the health system” of < 1 case per 1000 total population; 
and (ii) a prevalence of trachomatous inflammation-follicular (TF) in children aged 1–9 years of < 5%, 
in each formerly endemic district.4 Districts are defined as the normal administrative unit for health 
care management, which for the purposes of clarification consist of a population unit between 
100 000 and 250 000 persons.5 TT “unknown to the system” excludes TT in individuals with post-
surgical recurrence, TT in individuals who have refused surgery, and TT in individuals who are listed 
for surgery but have not yet received an operation, but for whom a surgical date has been set.5  
 
50 There must also be written evidence that the health system is able to identify and manage 
incident TT cases, using defined strategies, with evidence of appropriate financial resources to 
implement those strategies.5 

                                                           
1
 Resolution WHA51.11. Global elimination of blinding trachoma.  In: Fifty-first World Health Assembly, Geneva, 16 May 

1998. Resolutions and decisions, annexes. Geneva: World Health Organization; 1998. 
2
 Global Alliance for the Elimination of Blinding Trachoma by 2020: progress report on elimination of trachoma, 2012. Wkly 

Epidemiol Rec. 2013; 24:242–51. 
3
 Generic framework for control, elimination and eradication of neglected tropical diseases. Geneva: World Health 

Organization; 2016 (WHO/HTM/NTD/2016.6). 
4
 Report of the 2nd global scientific meeting on trachoma, Geneva, 25-27 August, 2003. Geneva: World Health Organization; 

2003. 
5
 Report of the 3rd global scientific meeting on trachoma, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MA, 19-20 July 2010. 

Geneva: World Health Organization; 2010. 
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60 TT is rare in children, and becomes progressively more common with increasing age. In 
defining the elimination prevalence threshold for TT, the 2nd Global Scientific Meeting on Trachoma 
(Geneva, 25–27 August, 2003)4 set out the following parameters and assumptions: (i) a TT 
prevalence of ≥ 1% in the population aged ≥ 15 years constitutes a public health problem; (ii) ≥ 10 
cases per 1000 population aged ≥ 15 years is equivalent to ≥ 5 cases per 1000 total (all ages) 
population; and (iii) programmes should achieve an 80% relative reduction below the minimum level 
at which TT constitutes a public health problem. Because at baseline most national programmes 
estimate the prevalence of TT in adults aged ≥ 15 years,6 when conducting impact and pre-validation 
surveillance surveys, it may be simpler and more epidemiologically relevant to again estimate the 
prevalence of TT in adults aged ≥ 15 years, rather than in the all-ages population. For the purposes 
of clarification, therefore, the elimination prevalence threshold for TT can also be expressed as < 0.2% 
in adults aged ≥ 15 years. 
 
70 Establishing that the TT and TF prevalence thresholds have been met in a district is a two-
step process. First, following a period of implementation of interventions against trachoma, and at 
least six months after the final planned round of antibiotic mass drug administration has been 
completed, an impact survey should be undertaken. If the TF prevalence threshold has been met, 
the district enters a two-year period of pre-validation surveillance, during which time antibiotic mass 
drug administration should not be implemented. Second, at the conclusion of that two-year period, 
a pre-validation surveillance survey should be undertaken.7 Standard operating procedures for 
impact surveys and pre-validation surveillance surveys are provided separately. 
 
80 A country meets the criteria for validation if all previously endemic districts demonstrate 
sub-elimination-threshold TT and TF prevalences in adequately-conducted pre-validation 
surveillance surveys, although consideration may also need to be given to the relative timing of 
intervention and surveillance activities in adjacent districts. 
 
 
Preparation and submission of a dossier 
 
90 The Member State should prepare a dossier documenting the achievement of elimination 
targets. Member States may request assistance from WHO to support the preparation of the dossier. 
 
100 The dossier should contain the information requested in the template established by WHO.  
 
110 The Member State should submit the completed dossier (one hard copy and one electronic 
copy) to the WHO Country Office. The Country Office should acknowledge receipt to the Member 
State, and forward the dossier to the trachoma focal point in the WHO Regional Office. The WHO 
Regional Office should notify the Department of Control of Neglected Tropical Diseases at WHO 
headquarters. 
 
  

                                                           
6 Solomon AW, Pavluck A, Courtright P, Aboe A, Adamu L, Alemayehu W et al. The Global Trachoma Mapping Project: 
methodology of a 34-country population-based study. Ophthalmic Epidemiol. 2015; 22:214–25. 
7 WHO Strategic and Technical Advisory Group on Neglected Tropical Diseases. Technical consultation on trachoma 
surveillance, 11−12 September 2014, Task Force for Global Health, Decatur, USA. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2015 
(WHO/HTM/NTD/2015.02).  
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Reviewing authority  
 
120 The dossier will be assessed by an ad-hoc reviewing authority called the Dossier Review 
Group (hereinafter referred to as the Group). The Group’s task is to evaluate the evidence of 
elimination of trachoma as a public health problem from the Member State, and recommend to 
WHO whether or not the claim should be validated.  
 
130 The WHO Regional Office will be responsible for appointing the Group, having discussed and 
agreed its membership with the Department of Control of Neglected Tropical Diseases at WHO 
headquarters.  The Group should comprise at least three members who meet the criteria below: 

a. Some 2–3 experts on the SAFE strategy, at least one of whom should if possible be very 
knowledgeable about the implementation of SAFE interventions in the Member State under 
consideration; and 1–2 experts on the validation process for trachoma and/or analogous 
processes for other neglected tropical diseases. 

b. Members should not be nationals of the Member State under consideration, work for the 
National Health Authority of the Member State under consideration, have been involved in 
implementation of the SAFE strategy in the Member State under consideration, or have 
supported the preparation of the dossier; such individuals can be invited to participate as 
observers. 

c. Members will be invited to participate as individuals, not as representatives of an 
organization, institution or government. Nomination by members of proxies will therefore 
not be permitted. 

d. In addition to the above, 1 delegate of the WHO Country Office; 1–2 delegates of the 
programme for control of neglected tropical diseases or prevention of blindness in the 
relevant WHO Regional Office; and 1 delegate of the Department of Control of Neglected 
Tropical Diseases at WHO headquarters will jointly act as Secretariat to the Group. 

 
 
Review procedures 
 
140  Members of the Group will elect a Chair from among their number. The Chair will be 
responsible for chairing Group meetings; considering requests made by the Secretariat for observers 
to join Group meetings; coordinating and completing, with other Group members, a report on the 
country visit (if it is deemed necessary) to the Member State, before Group members depart from 
the country; and signing off the summary report to WHO; in addition to the tasks asked of all Group 
members. 
 
150 The scope of work for the Group is as follows:   

a. A visit to the country will be undertaken for the purposes of the validation process only if 
there is a consensus of the Group that such a visit is required.  

b. Members will examine dossiers on a voluntary basis, independently maintaining the highest 
ethical standards, and declaring any conflicts of interest prior to participation in collective 
discussions. 

c. Members will provide written comments on the dossier to share with other members and 
shall clarify comments during collective discussions to facilitate development of a summary 
report.  

d. Members will obtain consensus and recommend that WHO either (i) validates the claim of 
elimination as a public health problem; or (ii) postpones such a decision until more evidence 
is provided in the dossier to demonstrate that this has occurred. In either case, the 
recommendation must be adequately justified. 
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e. Members will also provide recommendations to the country: in case of validation, 
recommendations should focus on post-validation surveillance activities; in case of 
postponement, recommendations should focus on the steps that the country should take in 
order to successfully validate elimination of trachoma as a public health problem in the 
future.  
 

160 The Secretariat will not seek to influence the Group’s recommendations. It will: 
a. Provide the dossier and other information needed to each Group member. 
b. Obtain independent reviews of the dossier from each Group member. 
c. Organize discussions of the Group via videoconference, teleconference or face-to-face 

meetings, inviting observers where this is considered desirable and agreed by the Group’s 
Chair. 

d. Provide clear direction about the responsibilities and decision-making processes of the 
Group. 

e. Liaise with Member State authorities in order to obtain any additional information 
requested by the Group. 

f. Organize the country visit (if deemed necessary), defining the terms of reference and agenda 
for the visit. 

g. Collate the comments of Group members in a summary report. 
h. Obtain sign-off of the summary report by the Group Chair. 
i. Appropriately process and permanently archive the summary report. 

 
170 Each Group member will: 

a. Keep confidential the contents of the dossier and all other information to which Group 
members are given access, including the deliberations and recommendations of the Group, 
discussing them only with relevant WHO staff and other Group members. Information 
should not be discussed directly with the Ministry of Health of the Member State, or with 
any other organization or person.  

b. Provide an independent review of the dossier within the timeframe and following the 
directions given for this task.  

c. Collectively discuss the dossier, via video conference, teleconference or face-to-face meeting. 
d. If deemed necessary, participate in a country visit. 
e. Review the draft summary report within the timeframe given for this task. 
 

 
Processing of recommendations 
 
180 Following sign-off of the summary report by the Group Chair: 

a. If the Group recommends validation of elimination of trachoma as a public health problem, 
the summary report will be forwarded by the WHO Regional Office to the Director, 
Department of Control of Neglected Tropical Diseases at WHO headquarters, who will notify 
the WHO Director-General. 

b. If the Group recommends postponement of validation of elimination, the summary report 
will be forwarded by the WHO Regional Office to the Member State. 

c. Where indicated, WHO headquarters will report the achievement of the Member State in 
the next annual disease-specific article published in the Weekly Epidemiological Record, and 
change the trachoma endemicity status of the Member State in the Global Health 
Observatory to “validated as having eliminated trachoma as a public health problem”. 
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Timescale of review 
 
190 Review of the dossier and (if deemed necessary) the country visit will be completed within 
six months of receipt of the dossier by the WHO Regional Office. 
 
 
After validation 
 
200 Validation is a reversible state, and all stakeholders should bear this in mind in their 
communications at all stages.  
 
210 Countries should continue to conduct post-validation surveillance as recommended by the 
Group. A commitment to continue surveillance should be stated in the dossier. Surveillance data 
should be reported to WHO.  
 
220 Where surveillance data indicate that disease or infection has reappeared or recrudesced, 
the WHO Department of Control of Neglected Tropical Diseases may be consulted on an appropriate 
response. Recrudescence above elimination target thresholds will be noted by a change in 
endemicity status in the Global Health Observatory and in the Weekly Epidemiological Record. 
 
230 With the agreement of the Member State, once the WHO Director-General acknowledges 
that trachoma has been eliminated as a public health problem, the dossier may be made available 
on the WHO website as a reference document.  
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