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Executive summary

The World Health Organization (WHO) South-East Asia (SEA) Region consists 
of 11 countries, of which eight are endemic for rabies. More than 1.4 billion 
people in the Region are at risk of rabies infection and approximately 45% of 
worldwide rabies deaths occur in Asia. Dog bites are the primary source of 
human infection in all rabies-endemic countries and account for 96% of rabies 
cases in the SEA Region. Some countries have a comprehensive rabies control 
programme but it is a neglected disease in others due to competing public 
health priorities and the complex nature of rabies control activities. 

Elimination of human rabies is dependent on the elimination of dog 
rabies. Progress in preventing human rabies through control of the disease in 
the animal reservoir has been slow. This has been due to technical, intersectoral, 
organizational and financial obstacles.

In the majority of countries, the number of patients receiving post-
exposure prophylaxis (PEP) has steadily increased over time, particularly in 
urban areas. Countries are allocating increasing portions of health budgets to 
the procurement of modern rabies vaccines and immunoglobulin to meet the 
growing demand for PEP. It is a challenge to meet the growing demand of rabies 
vaccine and WHO is encouraging Member countries to introduce cost-effective 
intradermal rabies vaccination (IDRV). 

New innovative tools and techniques have been developed and 
standardized in recent years which will help to improve dog vaccination coverage, 
dog population management and the accessibility of modern rabies vaccines. 
The successful introduction of cost-effective IDRV regimens in a number of 
Member countries has increased the availability and affordability of PEP. Oral 
rabies vaccine (ORV) delivery strategies for dogs and immunocontraception are 
new tools which will improve vaccination coverage and animal birth control.
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