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FAQs

What is leprosy?

What are the signs and symptoms of leprosy?
Can leprosy be cured?

Are there other names for leprosy?

What is the infectious agent?

How is leprosy spread?

Are there different kinds of leprosy?

How are leprosy cases classified?

What is the incubation period?

: How is the clinical diagnosis of leprosy made?

: What is the laboratory criterion for

diagnosis of leprosy?

What is the WHO operational definition
of leprosy?

What other diseases have similar symptoms?

Do fingers and toes fall off when someone
gets leprosy?

Should a person affected by leprosy be
sent to a leprosy sanatorium?

Can leprosy be passed on from parents to
children?

Can I live with a person affected by leprosy?

Can we share household items such as
spoons, plates, a bathroom or a bedroom
with a person affected by leprosy?

Can a person affected by leprosy get married?

Can people affected by leprosy be employed?
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Does leprosy affect more men than women?

Is it necessary to examine those in contact
with a person affected by leprosy?

What is the treatment for leprosy?

Can BCG immunization also protect against
leprosy?

What I should know about multidrug therapy
(MDT)?

Is leprosy treatment life-long?

How long does it take for skin discolouration
to disappear?

How can impairment and disabilities
caused by leprosy be prevented?

What if a leprosy patient cannot complete a
prescribed course of MDT treatment?

What are the adverse drug reactions
with MDT?

What if a person affected by leprosy
cannot take one or more drugs in the MDT
due to allergy or other medical conditions?
Are there alternative drugs?

Is MDT safe during pregnancy and lactation
for the mother and the baby?

Can I take any anti-leprosy drugs after
contact with a person affected by leprosy?

What is a “relapse”? How is it recognized
and managed?

What is “leprosy reaction”?

Are there conditions which require immediate
medical care when leprosy reaction occurs?

What should a patient know about completing
MDT?

Is leprosy still a problem worldwide?
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: Why has a prevalence of below one case

per 10 000 population been chosen as the
level of elimination?

Why is leprosy still a problem?

What are other factors that contribute to the
stigma of leprosy?

How can I help to reduce the social stigma?
Can leprosy be prevented?

What should the community know
about leprosy?

Further reading
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