
DEPARTMENT OF MATERNAL, NEWBORN,  
CHILD AND ADOLESCENT HEALTH (MCA)

Progress report
2014–15





DEPARTMENT OF MATERNAL, NEWBORN,  
CHILD AND ADOLESCENT HEALTH (MCA)

Progress report
2014–15



WHO Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Department of maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health (MCA): progress 
report 2014–15.

1.Child Welfare. 2.Child Health Services. 3.Adolescent Health Services. 4.Maternal 
Welfare. 5.Infant Welfare. 6.Program Evaluation. I.World Health Organization. 

ISBN 978 92 4 151035 6	 (NLM classification: WA 310)

© World Health Organization 2016

All rights reserved. Publications of the World Health Organization are available on the WHO website 
(http://www.who.int) or can be purchased from WHO Press, World Health Organization, 20 Avenue 
Appia, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland (tel.: +41 22 791 3264; fax: +41 22 791 4857; email: bookorders@
who.int). 

Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO publications – whether for sale or for non-
commercial distribution – should be addressed to WHO Press through the WHO website (http://www.
who.int/about/licensing/copyright_form/index.html).

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries. Dotted and dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which 
there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are 
endorsed or recommended by the World Health Organization in preference to others of a similar nature that 
are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by 
initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information 
contained in this publication. However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any 
kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with 
the reader. In no event shall the World Health Organization be liable for damages arising from its use. 

Report prepared and edited by Cathy Wolfheim
Designed by minimum graphics
Cover photographs: © WHO; © WHO/Edith Kachingwe; © Ratana Lay/WorldVision

Printed by the WHO Document Production Services, Geneva, Switzerland. 



MCA PROGRESS REPORT 2014–2015 | iii

Foreword	 v

Introduction	 1

I.	 Advancing maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health	 2

II.	 Evaluating and monitoring progress on MNCAH	 20

III. 	 Moving from MDGS to SDGS	 23

IV.	 Acknowledgements	 25

Annex 1. MCA documents, tools and guidelines	 27

Annex 2. Publications in peer-reviewed journals	 29

Contents





MCA PROGRESS REPORT 2014–2015 | v

Foreword 
from the new Director,  
Maternal, Newborn, Child and 
Adolescent Health (MCA)

I feel greatly privileged to have joined the Department of Maternal, 
Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health in September 2015. With our 
colleagues in the regional and country offices, and with partners all over 
the globe, we address some of the world’s most important health issues. 
We support countries to implement programmes for maternal health, 
newborn and preterm care, the quality of service delivery and how to 
ensure patient safety, integrated management of childhood illness, early 
child development, adolescent health, community engagement and new 
and emerging threats such as the zikavirus-linked surge in microcephaly 
and other neurological syndromes. We have a large research programme 
focusing on newborn sepsis, kangaroo mother care, infant feeding, child 
survival, early child development and adolescent health. We contribute to 
the global monitoring of these problems and the definition of indicators 

and guidelines for governments and professionals. Above all we use our convening 
power to ensure that these problems benefit from the world’s best minds and from 
innovative solutions.

We enjoy magnificent support from our outstanding and committed partners, donors 
and foundations, without whom our work would not be possible, and we thank them for 
their generosity. The next two years will be pivotal in implementing the UN Secretary- 
General’s Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health (2016– 
2030) as part of the switch to Sustainable Development Goals. There is much work to 
be done. The new strategy is about surviving, thriving and transforming. We shall need 
to be flexible and collaborative, to take risks, and to broaden our programmatic and 
research interests. This is a big challenge but we shall ensure that the team, working 
with our partners, can take it on.

Dr Anthony Costello
Director Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health
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