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This guide has been developed to support the practice of robust microbiological diagnosis, including
antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST), in patients presenting with clinical symptoms compatible
with infectious diseases; a concept known as “diagnostic stewardship”. It is of particular relevance to
health-care workers and laboratory and surveillance staff working in settings in which microbiological
diagnosis is not systematically part of patient management or treatment decisions.

Staff at health facilities that conduct surveillance as part of the national antimicrobial resistance
(AMR) surveillance programme and contribute data to the Global Antimicrobial Resistance
Surveillance System (GLASS) are strongly encouraged to use this guide to adapt practices, systems
and organizational structures to enhance diagnostic stewardship. Patient management and use of
antimicrobial medicines will improve, and accurate and representative AMR surveillance data will be
generated to inform treatment guidelines and AMR control strategies.

Health administrators and policy makers who are responsible for the organizational and
administrative structure at AMR surveillance sites will also find this guide of interest and assistance.
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AMR

AST

CLSI

EUCAST

GLASS

SOPs

WHO

antimicrobial resistance

antimicrobial susceptibility testing

Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute

European Committee on Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing
Global Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System
Standard operating procedures
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