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About this guide

This document is intended for use by national immunization programme managers,  

maternal neonatal and child health (MNCH) professionals, and immunization  

partners involved with operationalizing hepatitis B birth dose (HepB-BD) introduction  

or strengthening an existing HepB-BD programme. The document also provides  

information on the practicality of HepB-BD, to help policy-makers, partners and 

managers who are considering introduction of HepB-BD into an immunization schedule.

General guidance about planning the introduction of a vaccine into a national  

immunization programme is provided in the document Principles and considerations  

for adding a vaccine to a national immunization programme: from decision to  

implementation and monitoring published by WHO in 2014 and available at  

http://www.who.int/immunization/programmes_systems/policies_strategies/vaccine_ 

intro_resources/nvi_guidelines/en/.

However, as hepatitis B birth dose is not an entirely new vaccine, but rather a new  

delivery strategy for a vaccine already included in the routine schedule, this guide will 

focus on the unique aspects and programmatic features of administering hepatitis B  

vaccine as a birth dose.

The specific objectives of this guide are:

→    to provide an overview of WHO recommendations, best practices, technical  

justification and strategic approaches relating to providing hepatitis B birth dose  

to newborns.

→  to highlight the unique operational requirements for introducing a vaccination 

that should be delivered as soon after birth as possible, preferably within  

24 hours.

→  to inform the policy discussions and operational strategies for the introduction 

of hepatitis B birth dose vaccination into a national immunization programme.
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