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1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
The 18th meeting of the WHOPES Working Group, an advisory group to the World Health 
Organization Pesticide Evaluation Scheme (WHOPES), was held at WHO headquarters in 
Geneva, Switzerland from 29 June to 1 July 2015.  
  
The Working Group reviewed four long-lasting insecticidal net products1 for the prevention 
and control of malaria: (i) MiraNet LN of A to Z Textile Mills Ltd; (ii) Panda Net 2.0 LN of Life 
Ideas Textiles Company Ltd2; (iii) Yahe LN of Fujian Yamei Industry; and (iv) SafeNet LN of 
Mainpol GmbH. The Working Group made recommendations on the use of each of these 
products. 
 
The meeting was opened by Dr Dirk Engels, Director, WHO Department of Control of 
Neglected Tropical Diseases, who welcomed participants; he noted that WHOPES has 
entered its 55th year and that reforms to the Scheme are being planned.  Quality assurance 
has gained increasing prominence across public health products, such as medicines and 
vaccines, and increasingly there is a drive to align evaluation and quality control of pesticides 
with other product streams. Additionally, WHOPES is implementing procedural changes in 
response to a growing need of the vector control community, including the manufacturing 
and procurement sectors. Changes to WHOPES will be a part of a broader package to 
stimulate innovation in vector control, in collaboration with the WHO Global Malaria 
Programme and the WHO Prequalification Programme.    
 
Dr Raman Velayudhan, Coordinator, Vector Ecology and Management, briefed the Working 
Group on the broad objectives of the proposed changes to WHOPES, particularly the move 
to a standard accreditation system for the testing sites to improve data quality.  
 
Dr Rajpal Yadav, Scientist, WHOPES, summarized the interests declared by the invited 
experts and explained the objectives and procedures of the meeting. Dr Vincent Corbel, an 
IRD scientist based at Kasetsart University, Thailand was appointed as Chairperson and Dr 
John Gimnig, Entomologist, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, USA as Rapporteur.  
 
The meeting was attended by 11 invited experts, one observer and five WHO Secretariat 
staff (see Annex 1. List of participants). The Working Group met in both plenary and break-
out sessions, in which the reports of the WHOPES-supervised studies, the reports submitted 
by the manufacturers, and the relevant published literature and unpublished reports were 
reviewed and discussed (see Annex 2. References). 
  

                                                           
1 In this report, “long-lasting insecticidal net (LN)” refers to a formulated product. 
2 WHO has been advised that as from 10 August 2015, the name of the manufacturer has been 
changed to Life Ideas Biological Technology Company Ltd. in place of Life Ideas Textiles Company 
Ltd. 
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