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Executive summary

Twenty years ago in Fiji, the Pacific health ministers declared their vision of Healthy Islands 

in the Yanuca Island Declaration. They envisioned Healthy Islands where:

• children are nurtured in body and mind,

• environments invite learning and leisure,

• people work and age with dignity,

• ecological balance is a source of pride, and

• the ocean which sustains us is protected.a

This report reviews progress towards that vision and the effort to craft a way forward. 

 ` The role of Healthy Islands
Healthy Islands has remained an inspirational vision for health ministers and senior officials 
across the Pacific. Some countries have applied the Healthy Islands vision to their health policies 
and have reported great success in settings such as villages and schools. However, there have 
been difficulties in bringing the approach to scale across the Pacific. Healthy Islands has played 
a significant role in energizing the approach to noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) by supporting 
a focus on the environments in which people are nurtured, work and play. The vision has framed 
the approach health leaders have taken to engage with other sectors, and it has supported the 
largely successful efforts to bring global attention to the rising NCD epidemic.

There is consensus in the Pacific that the vision is relevant and helpful and that it should be 
maintained and supported. The breadth of the vision is only now being realized, with its weave 
of health, environmental and Pacific cultural concepts. As one official noted: “Healthy Islands was 
ahead of its time, and its time has now come.” 

At the same time, most people believe implementation has fallen short of expectations and 
see the need for greater focus by all stakeholders. As another official noted: “We are in the waka 
(canoe), but forgetting to look up.”

a. This last statement concerning the ocean was added after the 1999 meeting in Palau. 
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