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1 

Introduction 

1.1 Background  

Health-in-all-policies (HiAP) was built on the foundation of the WHO 

Declaration of Alma-Alta on Primary Health Care 1978; the Ottawa Charter 

for Health Promotion 1986; the Adelaide Recommendations on Healthy 

Public Policy 1988 and subsequent global health promotion conferences; 

the Gothenburg Consensus Paper on Health Impact Assessment 1999; and 

the Declaration on Health in All Policies, Rome 2007. Health is seen as a 

positive concept that could draw attention of other sectors beyond health. 

HiAP is a renewal of healthy public policy, joined-up with public policy 

approach where health became a driving force for social and economic 

development.  

Sustainability of health of the population is as critical as the 

sustainability of the environment and development. Improving population 

health became a shared goal across all sectors. HiAP approach implies 

health impacts derived from policies across all sectors, and provides a lever 

for governments to address the key determinants of health through a 

systematic approach.  

Recognizing the complexity of health determinants and the urgent 

need to address emerging health problems through intersectoral actions, 

the Commission on Social Determinants of Health (CSDH) recommended 

WHO to take actions on addressing social determinants on the global 

platform. Resolution WHA62.14 on reducing health inequities through 

action on the social determinants of health endorsed by the Sixty-second 

World Health Assembly in 2009 urged Member States to improve health 

efficacy in tackling the determinants of health and health inequities through 

a HiAP approach, and for WHO to provide necessary assistance and 

guidance towards enabling actions. HiAP is defined as a horizontal, 

complementary policy-related strategy with a high potential to contribute to 

improve population health.  It is complementary to the more commonly 

known approaches of public health and health-care services. The core of 
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