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FOREWORD

Immunization is among the most successful and cost-effective health interven-
tions in history. Vaccines have saved countless lives. In the Western Pacific Region,
immunization has stopped transmission of wild poliovirus and dramatically reduced
transmission of measles and hepatitis B.

We know vaccines work. Now we need to overcome the obstacles to delivering
vaccines to all people. The Decade of Vaccines Collaboration has brought stake-
holders together. In 2012, the World Health Assembly endorsed the Global Vaccine
Action Plan 2011-2020. The plan details strategies and activities to achieve the Decade
of Vaccines vision. Their shared mission is to extend - by 2020 and beyond - the
full benefits of immunization to all people, regardless of where they are born, who
they are or where they live.

This Regional Framework for Implementation of the Global Vaccine Action Plan in the
Western Pacific guides national immunization programmes to fulfil this mission.
The sixty-fifth session of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific and the
Technical Advisory Group on Immunization and Vaccine-preventable Diseases have
endorsed the framework.

The regional framework confirms regional immunization goals of sustaining polio-
free status, eliminating measles and maternal and neonatal tetanus, and controlling
hepatitis B through vaccination.

Countries of the Region have proposed four additional goals: elimination of rubella;
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