
Joint report on a mission of the  
Ministry of Health of Cyprus, the 
International Centre for Migration,  
Health and Development and  
the WHO Regional Office  
for Europe

Cyprus: assessing health-system 
capacity to manage sudden 
large influxes of migrants





Cyprus: assessing health-system capacity to 
manage sudden large influxes of migrants

Joint report on a mission of the Ministry of Health of Cyprus,  
the International Centre for Migration, Health and Development and  

the WHO Regional Office for Europe



Abstract 

A joint assessment mission was conducted in December 2014 by the Ministry of Health of Cyprus, the International 
Centre for Migration, Health and Development and the WHO Regional Office for Europe. The aim of the mission was 
to assess the capacity of the health system of Cyprus to manage the acute phase of public health needs related to a 
potential sudden large influx of migrants and identify possible ways forward. Cyprus led a massive evacuation of foreign 
citizens from Lebanon in 2006, but no major influxes of migrants have entered the country in recent years. However, 
the crisis in the Syrian Arab Republic has led to arrivals of migrants, albeit in small numbers, by sea. Thus a sudden 
large arrival of migrants is a potential scenario that needs to be taken into account from the public health perspective. 
The assessment mission was conducted within the project Public Heath Aspects of Migration in Europe (PHAME) of the 
WHO Regional Office for Europe, which operates under the European policy framework Health 2020. 

Keywords

DELIVERY OF HEALTH CARE – organization and administration

EMERGENCIES

EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION

HEALTH SERVICES NEEDS AND DEMAND

REFUGEES

TRANSIENTS AND MIGRANTS

Address requests about publications of the WHO Regional Office for Europe to:

	 Publications
	 WHO Regional Office for Europe
	 UN City, Marmorvej 51
	 DK-2100 Copenhagen Ø, Denmark

Alternatively, complete an online request form for documentation, health information, or for permission to quote or translate, on the 
Regional Office website (http://www.euro.who.int/pubrequest).

ISBN 978 92 890 5127 9

© World Health Organization 2015

All rights reserved. The Regional Office for Europe of the World Health Organization welcomes requests for permission 
to reproduce or translate its publications, in part or in full.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, 
city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed or 
recommended by the World Health Organization in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. 
Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information contained in this 
publication. However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either express or implied. 
The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall the World Health 
Organization be liable for damages arising from its use. The views expressed by authors, editors, or expert groups do 
not necessarily represent the decisions or the stated policy of the World Health Organization.

Edited by: Teresa Lander
Publication designed and printed by: Copyfantasy
Cover illustration © WHO/Sara Barragán



iii

Contents

Acknowledgments....................................................................................................................... iv

Contributors..................................................................................................................................v

Abbreviations..............................................................................................................................vi

Executive summary.................................................................................................................... vii

Introduction...................................................................................................................................1

Scope of the mission ............................................................................................................2

Method..................................................................................................................................2

Site selection.........................................................................................................................2

Overall findings and recommendations ....................................................................................3

Type of emergency ...............................................................................................................3

Public health risk assessment...............................................................................................3

Leadership and governance........................................................................................................4

Findings.................................................................................................................................4

Health workforce, medical products, vaccines and technology .............................................6

Findings.................................................................................................................................6

Health information........................................................................................................................8

Findings.................................................................................................................................8

Health financing............................................................................................................................8

Findings.................................................................................................................................8

Service delivery............................................................................................................................9

Findings.................................................................................................................................9

Testing the assessment tool.....................................................................................................11

Findings...............................................................................................................................11

Conclusions................................................................................................................................12

Recommendations..............................................................................................................13

Possible WHO collaboration...............................................................................................13

References..................................................................................................................................13

Annex 1. Programme of work of the mission..........................................................................15

Annex 2. Government organizational structures....................................................................16



iv

Acknowledgments

The WHO Regional Office for Europe would like to express its sincere appreciation to the Ministry 
of Health of Cyprus, and in particular to the Minister of Health, Professor Philippos C. Patsalis, 

for the support and commitment shown during the assessment mission to improve the capacity 
of the country’s health system to respond adequately to the needs of large influxes of migrants. 
Special mention goes to Dr Olga Kalakouta, Dr Pambos Charilaou, Dr Dimitis Efthymiou and Dr 
Tasos Ioannou of the Ministry of Health for their work throughout the mission. Because of the 
intersectoral nature of these missions, thanks are also due to the variety of Government and non-
State actors that were involved in the assessment, including: staff from Limassol General Hospital 
and Nicosia General Hospital, medical and public health services, nursing services, mental health 
services, the International Health Regulations Unit, the Coordination in Crisis Management Unit, 
the International Relations Unit and the Health Monitoring Unit under the Cyprus Ministry of 
Health; the Ministry of the Interior, its migration department, civil defence department and police; 
the Ministry of Defence and the Cyprus Joint Rescue Coordination Center; the social welfare 
services under the Ministry of Labour, Welfare and Social Insurance; the Ministry of Education 
and Culture; the Ministry of Finance; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and the nongovernmental 
organization Hope for Children. Finally, special appreciation goes to the international assessor 
on the assessment team, Dr Giuseppe Annunziata from the International Centre for Migration, 
Health and Development, a WHO Collaborating Centre in Geneva, Switzerland.



v

Contributors

Members of the mission team

WHO European Office for Investment for Health and Development, WHO Regional Office for 
Europe

•	 Ms Sara Barragán Montes
•	 Mr Matteo Dembech
•	 Mr Lazar Nikolic
•	 Dr Santino Severoni

Ministry of Health, Cyprus

•	 Dr Pambos Charilaou
•	 Dr Dimitis Efthymiou
•	 Dr Tasos Ioannou

International Centre for Migration, Health and Development, Geneva, Switzerland

•	 Dr Giuseppe Annunziata

Peer reviewers and contributors

Ministry of Health, Cyprus

•	 Dr Olga Kalakouta

WHO European Office for Investment for Health and Development, WHO Regional Office for 
Europe

•	 Mrs Grace Lassiter
•	 Dr Rita Sá Machado



vi

Abbreviations

BNP		  Basic National Plan

PHAME	 Public Health Aspects of Migration in Europe

SNP		  Specific National Plan 

UNHCR	 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

UNFICYP	 United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_27471


