
Action Agenda for 
Antimicrobial Resistance 
in the Western Pacific Region

RAP AMR_Couv_02.indd   1 09/03/15   18:33





Action Agenda for  
Antimicrobial Resistance 
in the Western Pacific Region  



Action Agenda for Antimicrobial Resistance in the Western Pacific Region 

© World Health Organization 2015
All rights reserved. 
Publications of the World Health Organization are available on the WHO website (www.who.int) or can be 
purchased from WHO Press: World Health Organization – 20, avenue Appia – 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland  
(tel.: +41 22 791 3264; fax: +41 22 791 4857; e-mail: bookorders@who.int). 
Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO publications – whether for sale or for non-commercial 
distribution – should be addressed to WHO Press through the WHO website (www.who.int/about/licensing/
copyright_form/en/index.html). For WHO Western Pacific Region publications, requests for permission to 
reproduce should be addressed to Publications Office, World Health Organization, Regional Office for the 
Western Pacific, P.O. Box 2932, 1000, Manila, Philippines, fax: +632 521 1036, e-mail: publications@wpro.who.int
The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any 
country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
Dotted lines on maps represent approximate borderlines for which there may not yet be full agreement.
The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed 
or recommended by the World Health Organization in preference to others of a similar nature that are not 
mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial 
capital letters.
All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information contained 
in this publication. However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either 
expressed or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In no 
event shall the World Health Organization be liable for damages arising from its use. 

Cover, photo credit: ©CDC

WHO Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Action agenda for antimicrobial resistance in the Western Pacific Region 

1. Drug resistance, Microbial.  2. Regional health  planning. 

I. World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific.

 

ISBN  978 92 9061 707 5      (NLM Classification: WB 330)



contents

Abbreviations..................................................................................................................................................iv

Foreword.............................................................................................................................................................v

Executive summary.....................................................................................................................................vi

1.	 Introduction............................................................................................................................................1

2.	 The global threat of antimicrobial resistance..................................................................3

3.	 WHO’s response to antimicrobial resistance...................................................................4

	 3.1 WHO’s global response............................................................................................................4

	 3.2 WHO’s response in the Western Pacific Region.......................................................5

4.	 Antimicrobial resistance in the Western Pacific Region...........................................7

	 4.1 Prevalence of antimicrobial resistance in the Region.........................................7

	 4.2 Gaps and challenges identified to contain antimicrobial resistance  
in the Region...........................................................................................................................................8

5.	 The action agenda...........................................................................................................................12

	 5.1 Regional priority actions to contain antimicrobial resistance.....................12

	 Priority action 1.................................................................................................................................13

	 Priority action 2.................................................................................................................................15

	 Priority action 3.................................................................................................................................18

Appendix 1: Key definitions in antimicrobial resistance....................................................21

References......................................................................................................................................................24



ACTION AGENDA FOR ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC REGION 

iv

ABBREVIATIONS

AMR   antimicrobial resistance

AMS   antimicrobial stewardship

APEC  Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

API  active pharmaceutical ingredients

ASEAN  Association of Southeast Asian Nations

CSA  country situation analysis

ESBL  extended-spectrum beta-lactamase

IPC  infection prevention and control

MDR  multidrug-resistant

MRSA  methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus

NDM  New Delhi metallo-beta-lactamase

OXA  oxacillinase

TB   tuberculosis

WHO  World Health Organization

XDR  extensively drug-resistant

 

 



v

FOREWORD

 

Antimicrobial resistance threatens great achievements in modern medicine and 

public health. Alarming levels of resistance to common hospital and community-

acquired pathogens have been reported across the world. Microorganisms, espe-

cially bacteria, are becoming increasingly resistant to second- and third-line 

antibiotics. Some bacteria are already fully resistant to existing antibiotics. 

Without access to effective medication, the world is heading towards a post-antibiotic 
era in which simple surgical procedures would be life-threatening due to the risk 
of untreatable infections. 

To strengthen containment efforts in the Western Pacific Region, Member States 
adopted a resolution on antimicrobial resistance at the sixty-fifth session of the 
WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific in October 2014. The resolution 
endorsed the Action Agenda for Antimicrobial Resistance in the Western Pacific Region.
The agenda provides action-oriented guidance to Member States on the containment 
of antimicrobial resistance, in alignment with the global action plan. 

The agenda focuses on regional specific actions to strengthen national plans, raising 
awareness of antimicrobial resistance across all sectors, improving surveillance 
and strengthening the capacity of health systems to contain resistance.

Regional collaborations are needed to collate and share evidence on the trends 
of drug-resistant infections and the use of antimicrobials. In addition, regulation 
must be strengthened to ensure access to effective, safe and quality antimicrobials, 
and to improve infection prevention and control and antimicrobial stewardship 
programmes, as well as the rational use of antimicrobials. 

Working together, we can slow the spread of antimicrobial resistance in the Region. 
We must take action now to preserve these miracles of modern medicine for future 
generations before it is too late.  

Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph.D.
Regional Director
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

 

The rapid emergence and spread of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) presents 

health-care systems with serious challenges and threatens their ability to effec-

tively treat severe bacterial infections. 

Without effective antimicrobials, the success of modern medicine in organ transplan-
tation, cancer chemotherapy and major surgery could be compromised. Immediate 
and coordinated measures must be taken by Member States in the Western Pacific 
Region and globally to safeguard the effectiveness of antimicrobials and facilitate 
the development of new antimicrobial medicines.

AMR was first addressed by the World Health Assembly in 1998, with resolution 
WHA51.17 and numerous other resolutions highlighting this problem and potential 
solutions. However, there has been limited progress in slowing the emergence and 
spread of drug resistance in key pathogenic microorganisms. The need for urgent 
actions to combat AMR was highlighted again at the Sixty-seventh World Health 
Assembly with resolution WHA67.25. 

In 2002, the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific identified AMR as a regional 
priority, which was re-emphasized in 2011 with resolution WPR/RC62.R3 on antibiotic 
resistance. The resolution urged Member States to adopt the 2011 WHO six-point 
policy package to combat AMR and develop comprehensive national plans. However, 
AMR continues to spread and is an increasing public health threat in the Region. 

WHO released its first global report on antimicrobial resistance surveillance in 
2014, Antimicrobial Resistance: Global Report on Surveillance. The report found that 
resistance to common bacteria is reaching very high levels with few effective treat-
ment options. 

A country situation analysis conducted in 2013 and 2014 on AMR highlighted major 
gaps and challenges in addressing AMR in the Western Pacific Region. These include: 
1) poor awareness and lack of national comprehensive policies for AMR; 2) a lack of 
national and regional surveillance systems to monitor AMR and antimicrobial use; 
and 3) poor regulation and implementation of health systems responses to AMR.

Following a technical consultation in 2013 and a regional consultation with Member 
States in 2014, the Action Agenda for Antimicrobial Resistance in the Western Pacific 
Region was developed for review and endorsement at the sixty-fifth session of the 
Regional Committee in October 2014. 
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