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1. Introduction

The 8" FAO/WHO Joint Meeting on Pesticide Management (JMPM) and the 10" Session of
the FAO Panel of Experts on Pesticide Management were held at the headquarters of the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Rome, Italy from 14 to 17
October 2014. The JMPM was established in 2007 following the signature of a Memorandum
of Understanding between FAO and the World Health Organization (WHO) on cooperation
in a joint programme for the sound management of pesticides. Since its inception, the JMPM
has consisted of members drawn from the FAO Panel of Experts on Pesticide Management
and the WHO Panel of Experts on Vector Biology and Control. The JMPM held its first
session in 2007. The JMPM advises FAO and WHO on matters pertaining to pesticide
regulation and management, alerting them to new developments, problems or issues that
merit attention; in particular, on the implementation of the FAO/WHO International Code of
Conduct on Pesticide Management.

Panel members invited to the JMPM are selected for their personal expertise and experience
in specific aspects of pesticide management, both in agriculture and/or public health. They do
not represent the position of governments or institutions they may belong to, but are
appointed to the respective Panels in their personal capacity by either FAO or WHO. All
Panel members are asked to declare any interests they may have, which could affect their
opinion or advice. In addition to Panel members, representatives from intergovernmental
organizations, pesticide industry associations and nongovernmental organizations, which by
their nature have interests, attend the open sessions of the meeting as observers. The latter
may be invited to contribute to the discussions, but it is primarily the views of the Panel
members that are taken into consideration.

On behalf of FAO and as joint secretariat of the JIMPM, Mr Mark Davis, Senior Officer, FAO
Pesticide Management Group (AGPMC), welcomed the WHO and FAO JMPM Panel
members, the WHO Secretariat, participants from the FAO regional offices and observers to
the 8" Session of the FAO/WHO JMPM at FAO headgquarters in Rome. Mr Rajpal Yadav,
Scientist-in-Charge, WHO Pesticide Evaluation Scheme (WHOPES), WHO Department of
Control of Neglected Tropical Diseases, welcomed the Panel members, participants and
observers to the meeting on behalf of WHO. The participants were invited to introduce
themselves (see List of participants provided in Annex 1). Panel members Mr Eric Liégeois,
Mr Somchai Preechathaveekid and Mr Malverne Spencer were unable to attend the meeting.

Mr Davis invited Mr Clayton Campanhola, Director of FAO’s Plant Production and
Protection Division, AGPM, to give the opening address.

2. Opening of the meeting

Mr Campanhola welcomed the members of the FAO and WHO Panels, observers, WHO
colleagues, FAQ regional staff and representatives of the private sector and civil society, to
the 8" FAO/WHO JMPM. Mr Campanhola thanked the group for its willingness to continue
contributing its experience, expertise and ideas to the improvement of pesticide management
worldwide. He highlighted the importance of the group’s work by noting that the world “has
woken up” to the importance of sustainable agriculture, understanding that it will be essential
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to the preservation of the environment and the production of safe and nutritious food in the
future.

Mr Campanhola explained that FAO is working to help countries adopt sustainable practices
in crop and livestock production and fisheries, and that the Pesticide Management Team is
helping countries to address their needs and to formulate and implement projects. The team is
currently implementing 38 projects in more than 60 countries, in support of integrated pest
management (IPM) farmer field schools, pesticide legislation and registration, obsolete
pesticide disposal and environmental monitoring of pesticides. Mr Campanhola explained
that FAO is developing new tools and piloting new methods to help pesticide regulators make
informed decisions about which products to allow and which techniques to use. He
emphasized that the JMPM’s expertise and guidance are needed to steer the FAO’s work in
the most appropriate directions. Mr Campanhola noted that the group had a busy few days
ahead, and stressed again that its guidance would be highly appreciated.

3. Election of the chairperson and rapporteurs

Ms Kimberly Nesci was elected Chairperson and Ms Andrea Rother Vice Chairperson of the
meeting. Mr David Kapindula and Ms Irma Makalinao were appointed Rapporteurs.

4. Administrative matters

4.1 Adoption of the agenda

A number of minor amendments were made to the agenda for the purpose of timekeeping. In
particular, two presentations of work on highly hazardous pesticides (agenda item 9) and two
presentations of field activities (agenda item 13) were not given orally, but summaries are
provided in Annexes 4 and 5, respectively. The final agenda is in Annex 2.

4.2 Declaration of interest

FAO and WHO had received Declarations of Interest from all the Panel members
participating in the 8" Session of the JMPM. The Secretariat of the JMPM had reviewed
these and concluded that no circumstances were disclosed that could give rise to a potential
or reasonably perceived conflict of interest related to the subjects discussed in the JMPM.
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