@ Lri
POLIO ENDGAME
IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC
REGION 2013-2018







POLIO ENDGAME
IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC
REGION 2013-2018

JEBXN) World Health
WY Organization
Wes

tPng




WHO Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
Polio endgame in the Western Pacific Region, 20132018
1. Immunization. 2. Poliomyelitis — prevention and control. 3. Poliovirus.

I. World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific.

ISBN 978 9290616887  (NLM Classification: WC 556)

© World Health Organization 2014

All rights reserved. Publications of the World Health Organization are available on the WHO website (www.who.int)
or can be purchased from WHO Press, World Health Organization, 20 Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland (tel.:
+41 22 791 3264; fax: +4122 791 4857; e-mail: bookorders@who.int).

Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO publications -whether for sale or for non-commercial distribution—
should be addressed to WHO Press through the WHO website (www.who.int/about/licensing/copyright_form/en/
index.html). For WHO Western Pacific Regional Publications, request for permission to reproduce should be addressed
to Publications Office, World Health Organization, Regional Office for the Western Pacific, P.O. Box 2932,1000, Manila,
Philippines, fax: +632 5211036, e-mail: publications@wpro.who.int

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory,
city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed or
recommended by the World Health Organization in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned.
Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information contained in
this publication. However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed
or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall the
World Health Organization be liable for damages arising from its use.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

FOI@WOIA ... e v
ACKNOWIEAGEMENTS. ... e vii
Acronyms and abbreviations. ... viii
EXECULIVE SUMMAIY ..o ix
1o Introduction............o 1
11 Context of the polioendgame ... 1
1.2 Rationale for a regional polio endgame plan....................o 2
1.3 Overview of Polio Endgame in the Western Pacific 2013—2018...........................cccco. 3
131 What is the purpose of this document? ... 3

1.3.2 Who can use this document? ... 3

1.3.3 How will this documentbe used? ... 3

1.4 Current polio situation ... 4
1.4.1 Status of polio eradication globally....................o 4

1.4.2 Status of polio eradication in the Western PacificRegion............................... 8

2. Implications of the polio endgame for the Western PacificRegion............................. 9
2.1 Overview of the Polio Eradication & Endgame Strategic Plan 2013-2018 ......................... 9
2.2 Relevance of global objectives to the Western PacificRegion ... 10
Objective 1: Poliovirus detection and interruption.................... 10
Objective 2: Immunization systems strengthening and OPV withdrawal...................... 1
Objective 3: Containment and certification ... n
Objective 4: Legacy planning ..o 12

3. Technical guidance for countries on national polio endgameplans.............................. 15
3.1 Objective 1: Maintain polio-free...................oi 16
3.1 Conduct risk @ssesSMeNts.................. 16

3..2 Strengthen routine immunization and fill remaining immunity gaps................. 17

3.1.3 Improve surveillance for polioviruses....................ooooiiiiii 20

3.1.4 Ensure preparedness and outbreak response preparedness ... 23

3.2 Objective 2: Introduce IPV, switch from tOPV to bOPV and later, withdraw all OPVs........ 25
3.2.1 Introduce at least 1 dose of IPV into the routine immunization schedule................ 27

3.2.2 Switch from tOPV to bOPV (withdraw type 2 OPV) ... 32

3.2.3 Withdraw all OPVs after global eradication of WPV ... 35

3.3 Objective 3: Contain all polioviruses......................cooiii e 36
3.4 Objective 4: Develop the polio legacy in the Western Pacific Region.......................... 37
3.5 Communications for the national polioendgame ... 39

3.6 Monitoring and evaluation of national plan...................... 40



4. Role of WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific in supporting the polio endgame ... 43

4.1 Advocate for the polio endgame to obtain at the high-level political commitment

and visibility........... e 43
4.2 Facilitate coordinated IPV introduction in all relevant countriesand areas ................. 44
4.3 Provide specialized technical support to countries and areas as requested.................. 45
4.4 Assess and monitor the performance of the regional laboratory network ............................ 45
4.5 Provide technical guidance on laboratory containment............................. 46
4.6 Assist countries and areas in identifying and/or mobilizing resources needed
to implement the polioendgame..................... 46
4.7 Monitor and evaluate the overall progress of the implementation of the polio
ENABAIME. ... 47
4.8 Regional advocacy and communications support.................ccccooiiii 47
5. Financial implications and opportunities fortheendgame ... 49
5.1 Financial requirements at the regional level................................... 49
5.2 Financial requirements at the country level ... 49
6. Challenges in implementing polioendgame ... 51
6.1 Challenge 1: Rapid introduction of IPV.................ooiiii 51
6.2 Challenge 2: Complex technical rationale for IPV introduction ... 52
6.3 Challenge 3: New changes to the routine immunization schedule............................. 53

6.4 Challenge 4: Securing all financial resources needed to implement the polio endgame ..53

7. Key technical advisory bodies for the polio endgame in the Western Pacific Region.......... 55
71 Regional advisory bOdies. ................oooiiiiiii i 55
7.2 Global adVisory bodies .................ocoooiiiiii e 56

ANNEXES

Annex 1. Polio endgame toolkit for the Western PacificRegion.......................... 57

Annex 2. Polio conclusions and recommendations of the June 2013 TAG ................................... 59

Annex 3. Routine polio immunization schedules in the countries and areas

of the Western Pacific REGION................oiiiiiii e 62

Annex 4. GAVI policies and processes for IPV support ... 64

Annex 5. Sample detailed country polio endgame timeline, 2014-2016.............................. 67

Annex 6. Sample regional database to track implementation of the polioendgame...................... 68



FOREWORD

e have an obligation to protect the children of the

Western Pacific Region — home to about a quarter of
the world’s population—from the poliovirus and the crippling
and sometimes-deadly disease it causes called paralytic
poliomyelitis.

Through decades of hard work, commitment and investment,
Member States fulfilled this obligation in 2000 when we
became only the second WHO region to be certified as polio-
free. The Region has been a champion for polio eradication,
maintaining its polio-free status through collaboration and

Dr Shin Young-soo
Regional Director constant vigilance.

Polio-free status cannot be taken for granted, however. The endgame strategy calls for all regions
to be polio-free so that the Western Pacific Region can remain permanently polio-free, without
the threat of the disease being carried here from other parts of the world.

Polio is still endemic in three countries outside our Region (as of mid-2014), but viruses do not
respect borders. The risk of wild poliovirus importation is a continuous threat to the four polio-
free regions. The Government of China reported imported wild poliovirus from a neighbouring
region in 201 that resulted in 21 confirmed polio cases. The poliovirus was efficiently and rapidly
contained, allowing the Western Pacific Region to retain its polio-free status.

The polio endgame goes further. So that no child will ever again suffer from poliomyelitis,
worldwide eradication is necessary. For this to happen —as outlined in the global document Polio
Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan 2013—2018 — all countries and regions share responsibility
toimplement the required actions, including those aimed at strengthening routine immunization
systems.

One of the greatest challenges is the need for countries and areas still using only oral polio
vaccine to rapidly add a dose of inactivated polio vaccine to their national routine immunization
schedule. Children who receive the recommended doses of both oral poliovirus vaccine and
inactivated poliovirus vaccine will have the best available protection against wild and vaccine-
related polioviruses. Seventeen Western Pacific countries and areas still use only oral polio
vaccine and will need to add inactivated polio vaccine to their schedule.

All countries and areas in the world are expected to switch from using the trivalent oral poliovirus
vaccine to the bivalent oral poliovirus vaccine in the future. This process must be synchronized
across all regions, countries and areas to mitigate the risk of vaccine-derived poliovirus outbreaks
and the spread of outbreaks to other countries.

The Polio Endgame in the Western Pacific Region 2013—2018 offers guidance on how to
conduct these processes within the Region and outlines the support and resources available
to countries and areas through the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific.

Many resources have supported the global polio eradication initiative and more will be required
to complete the polio endgame. Once the world is polio-free, however, these resources can be
re-directed towards other global health priorities.
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Polio eradication efforts in the Western Pacific Region have strengthened national health systems
and helped in the prevention of other diseases. For example, today’s integrated surveillance
system for vaccine-preventable diseases in the Western Pacific Region is modelled on the polio
surveillance system. The techniques and knowledge gained from conducting polio vaccination
campaigns in hard-to-reach populations are still used today in several public health programmes
across the Region.

Just as many lessons have been learned by eradicating polio and keeping the Region polio-
free, many new lessons will be learned and subsequently shared from the actions required to
complete the polio endgame.

Polio eradication is everyone’s responsibility:
O Parents and caregivers ensure their children receive routine vaccinations according to the
national immunization schedule.

O Health-care workers promote the necessity and benefits of vaccination and safely administer
vaccines.

O Immunization programme managers and staff develop and implement national strategies
to raise population immunity and respond to outbreaks.

O Health authorities ensure that the surveillance system for polio is sensitive enough to detect
early transmission of polioviruses.

O Laboratory workers ensure rapid detection of polioviruses by promptly testing samples and
reporting findings to WHO.

O Health systems ensure vaccines are available in sufficient quantities to meet demand.

O Communicators make sure changes are communicated in advance to parents and health-
care workers.

O Policy-makers enforce immunization standards in their country.

O Donors provide support to make the interventions possible.

O International polio eradication partners including the World Health Organization, support
all of these efforts.

For the endgame to succeed, cooperation is necessary.

In addition to meeting regional responsibilities, the WHO Region for the Western Pacific is
committed to fulfil its global responsibility: to ensure that no child in this Region falls ill or dies
from wild or vaccine-related polio disease.
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