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1. Introduction 

The WHO Technical Advisory Group (WHO TAG) on Leprosy Control meets usually 

annually to review the leprosy situation, discuss the challenges faced by the leprosy 

programme and advise WHO on improving leprosy control globally. See Annex 1 for 

terms of reference. The Twelfth meeting of WHO TAG was organized in Brazzaville, 

Republic of Congo from 10–11 April 2014. 

2. Objectives 

The objectives of the twelfth meeting of WHO TAG were as follows: 

 to review leprosy data received at GLP from different leprosy endemic 

countries and assess progress in achieving the target of reduction of new cases 

with Grade 2 disabilities (G2D) rate as per the Enhanced Global Strategy 

2011–2015; 

 to review innovative approaches adopted in major endemic national leprosy 

programmes (Brazil, India and Indonesia) for improved case detection, drug 

resistance surveillance and chemoprophylaxis in order to make suitable 

recommendations for replication in other national programmes; and 

 to discuss the draft global leprosy strategy for the period 2016–2020 and 

recommend suitable approaches to reduce disease burden due to leprosy in 

high endemic countries.  

3. Opening session 

At the outset, Dr Joseph Kawuma, WHO TAG Chairman welcomed the participants and 

invited the members to discuss emerging technical, operational and socioeconomic issues 

of relevance to leprosy and make appropriate recommendations to the WHO Global 

Leprosy Programme (GLP). 

Dr Francis Chisaka Kasolo, Director, Disease Prevention and Control, WHO, 

Regional Office for Africa, Brazzaville, Congo opened the Twelfth meeting of WHO-TAG. 

In his opening remarks, Dr Kasolo, on behalf of Dr Luis Gomes Sambo, Regional Director, 

WHO African Region, appreciated the Global Leprosy Strategy 2011–2015, which 

enabled different stakeholders to reaffirm their commitment and focus their efforts in 

reducing the leprosy burden. He acknowledged the contribution of WHO TAG in its 

previous meetings and hoped it would provide expert guidance on leprosy control.  

Dr Kasolo informed the TAG members about development of regional strategic plans for 
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