
Regional Research Framework 
to Strengthen Communicable Disease 

Control and Elimination
in the Western Pacific (2013 – 2017)



Regional Research Framework  
to Strengthen Communicable Disease  

Control and Elimination  
in the Western Pacific (2013–2017)



World Health Organization   |   Regional Research Framework to Strengthen Communicable Disease Control and Elimination in the Western Pacific (2013–2017)2

WHO Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
	
Regional research framework to strengthen communicable disease control and elimination in the Western Pacific: 2013-2017.

1. Communicable disease control. 
2. Regional health planning. 
3. Research.   I. World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific.

 ISBN  978 92 9061 617 7       
(NLM Classification: WA 110)

© World Health Organization 2013
 
All rights reserved. Publications of the World Health Organization are available on the WHO web site (www.who.int) or can be purchased from WHO Press, World 
Health Organization, 20 Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland (tel.: +41 22 791 3264; fax: +41 22 791 4857;
e-mail: bookorders@who.int).

 
Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO publications –whether for sale or for non-commercial distribution– should be addressed to WHO Press 
through the WHO web site (www.who.int/about/licensing/copyright_form/en/index.html).  ). For WHO Western Pacific Regional Publications, request for permission 
to reproduce should be addressed to Publications Office, World Health Organization, Regional Office for the Western Pacific, P.O. Box 2932, 1000, Manila, Philippines, 
fax: +632 521 1036, e-mail: publications@wpro.who.int

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the World 
Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
Dotted lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

 
The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed or recommended by the World Health 
Organization in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are 
distinguished by initial capital letters.

 
All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information contained in this publication. However, the published material 
is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In 
no event shall the World Health Organization be liable for damages arising from its use.



 Regional Research Framework to Strengthen Communicable Disease Control and Elimination in the Western Pacific (2013–2017)   |   World Health Organization 3

Table of contents

		  Acknowledgements	 4

		  Foreword	 5

		  Executive summary	 7

	 1	 Background	 9

	 2	 Purpose of the framework	 13

	 3	 Scope 	 15

	 4	 Context within health research	 17

	 5	 Development of the framework	 21

	 6	 Regional goal, objectives and expected results	 23

	 7 	 Regional Research Framework to Strengthen Communicable Disease Control  
		  and Elimination in the Western Pacific (2013–2017)	 27

		  Table 1. Overall goal and regional objectives	 28

		  Table 2. Expected results and activity categories	 29

		  Table 3. Activities and stakeholders	 31

		  List of WHO documents related to communicable disease research	 38



World Health Organization   |   Regional Research Framework to Strengthen Communicable Disease Control and Elimination in the Western Pacific (2013–2017)

Acknowledgements

4

The Regional Research Framework to Strengthen Communicable Disease Control and Elimination in the Western 
Pacific (2013–2017) was developed through a series of consultations involving experts, Member States, partners, 
and WHO staff, units and divisions, under the overall coordination and guidance of Dr John Ehrenberg, Director, 
Division of Combating Communicable Diseases (DCC), World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for the 
Western Pacific. The Malaria, other Vectorborne and Parasitic Diseases unit (MVP) and DCC task force prepared the 
initial draft and managed the review process.

The document has benefited from the contributions and comments of numerous individuals. Valuable advice and 
significant support was received from:

Members and meeting participants of the 9th Meeting of the Regional Network for Asian Schistosomiasis and Other 
Helminth Zoonoses (RNAS+) in October 2009: Dr Alan Hauquitz (James Cook University), Dr Duong Socheat (Cambodia 
National Center for Parasitology, Entomology and Malaria Control [CNM]), Dr Muth Sinuon (CNM), Dr Zhou Xiaonong 
(National Institute of Parasitic Diseases, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC]), Dr Nobuo Ohta 
(Tokyo Medical and Dental University), Dr Sung-Tae Hong (Seoul National University), Dr Tai-Soon Young (Yonsei 
University), Dr Samlane Phompida (Ministry of Health, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic), Dr Remigio Olveda 
(Research Institute for Tropical Medicine [RITM], the Philippines), Ms Malu Venturina (RITM), Dr Luz Acosta (RITM), 
Dr Tomas Fernandez (Leyte State University), Dr Lydia Leonardo (University of the Philippines), Dr Robert Bergquist, 
Dr Juerg Utzinger (Swiss Tropical and Public Institute [STPI]), Dr Banchob Sripa (Khon Kaen University), Dr Do Trung 
Dung (National Institute of Malariology, Parasitology and Entomology, Viet Nam), Mr Stephane Rousseau (Asian 
Development Bank), Dr Wang Tianping (Anhui Institute of Parasitic Diseases), Dr Chen Jiaxu (National Institute of 
Parasitic Diseases, China CDC), Dr Yuichi Chigusa (Dokkyo Medical University), Dr Allen Ross (Griffith University), Dr 
Donald Stewart (Griffith University), Dr Chen Zhao (Ministry of Health, China), Dr Mihoko Kikuchi (Nagasaki University), 
Dr Hiroshi Ohmae (National Institute of Infectious Diseases, Japan), Dr Sara Lustigman (New York Blood Center), Dr 
Don MacManus (Queensland Institute of Medical Research), Dr Qiu Dongchuan (Sichuan Institute of Parasitic 
Diseases), Dr Peter Odermatt (STPI), and Dr Henry Madsen (University of Copenhagen).

Meeting participants of an informal consultation for the development of a Regional Research Strategic Plan in 
Communicable Diseases including Neglected Tropical Diseases, in December 2007: Dr Wayne Melrose (James Cook 
University), Dr Peter Ryan (Queensland Institute of Medica Research), Dr Rick Spare (James Cook University), Dr 
Richard Taylor (University of Queensland), Dr Ye Lu (Fudan University), Dr Bouasy Hongvanthong (Ministry of Health, 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic), Dr Boungnong Boupha (National Institute of Public Health, the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic), Dr Lim Han Lee (Institute for Medical Research, Malaysia), Dr Ivo Mueller (Papua New Guinea 
Institute of Medical Research), Dr Ng Lee Ching (Environmental Health Institute, National Environment Agency, 
Singapore), and Dr Le Thanh Hoa (Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology).

Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) representatives: Dr John Reeder, Dr Robert 
Ridley, Dr Fabio Zicker, Dr Garry Aslanyan, Dr Lee Willingham, Dr Shenglan Tan and Dr Ayoade Oduola; members of 
TDR’s Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee including Dr Vicente Belizario Jr (National Institutes of Health, 
University of the Philippines), and members of the Joint Coordinating Board and Disease/Thematic Reference Groups.



Foreword
Communicable diseases have a significant negative impact on human 
development in the WHO Western Pacific Region. While commendable 
progress has been made, the Region still faces significant challenges. 
Resistance to drugs used to treat  tuberculosis and malaria, for example, 
represent a serious public health threat with global implications. 

At the same time, substantial programmatic gaps in the control and 
prevention of communicable diseases still exist, jeopardizing the 
attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. Filling these gaps 
requires research, a core function of the World Health Organization. 

Research findings allow programme managers and policy-makers 
to make decisions that will help improve public health outcomes.  
Research will directly lead to innovative evidence-based strategies 
and tools that can then enable disease-control and elimination 
programmes to effectively address, among other issues, impeding 
factors such as bottlenecks in health systems, the lack of diagnostic 
tools or programme verticality and the lack of integration.

The Division of Combating Communicable Diseases in the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific has taken a 
lead role in strengthening research on targeted diseases in the Region. Research is now part of programme-specific 
regional plans of action for malaria, dengue, neglected tropical diseases, tuberculosis and vaccine-preventable 
diseases. 

In collaboration with research institutions and partners, the Division has developed a Regional Research Framework 
to Strengthen Communicable Disease Control and Elimination in the Western Pacific (2013–2017). The framework 
aims to provide a regional framework for collaboration with Member States, research institutions and partners to 
carry out research aimed at strengthening key communicable disease programmes. It identifies critical areas of 
work and is expected to serve as a road map for strengthening research throughout the Region.

Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph. D. 
WHO Regional Director for  

the Western Pacific
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The introduction of new technology, such as text messaging, strengthens the 
reporting system used by village malaria workers in Pailin province in Cambodia.
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Executive summary

Communicable diseases such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, 
tuberculosis, neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) and 
vaccine-preventable diseases have a considerable 
negative impact on social development in the Western 
Pacific Region. Despite significant progress towards 
the control and elimination of these diseases, the 
Region is facing emerging threats such as drug-resistant 
tuberculosis and malaria, the increased risk of infection 
faced by vulnerable populations, and the effects of 
climate change. 

Research plays a critical role in tackling issues of 
communicable disease control in the Western Pacific 
Region. Strategies and tools based on sound research 
enable disease-control programmes to address issues 
more effectively. Research also helps programme 
managers and policy-makers make timely evidence-
based decisions that will improve health outcomes. 

Harnessing research, information and evidence is 
a priority agenda and a core function of WHO. In 
2010, the World Health Assembly endorsed The 
WHO Strategy on Research for Health, which aims 
to mainstream research within the Organization. In 
addition, the upcoming World Health Report will focus 
on research. 

The Division of Combating Communicable Diseases 
(DCC) of the WHO Regional Office for the Western 
Pacific  has taken a leading role in strengthening 
research on target diseases in the Western Pacific 
Region. Research has been incorporated into disease- 
and programme-specific regional plans for malaria, 
dengue, NTDs, tuberculosis and vaccine-preventable 
diseases; however, comprehensive regional frameworks 
targeting key communicable diseases have not been 

established yet. Thus, in collaboration with researchers, 
academic institutions and partners, DCC developed 
a draft Regional Research Framework to Strengthen 
Communicable Disease Control and Elimination in the 
Western Pacific (2013–2017).  

The purpose of this document is to provide a 
regional research framework for DCC’s collaboration 
with governments, research institutions and 
other stakeholders to carry out research aimed at 
strengthening key communicable disease programmes. 
The framework identifies key areas of work and will 
serve as a road map for research strengthening.  

The regional goal of the framework is to reduce the 
burden of communicable diseases, and eliminate them 
where feasible, by generating and applying evidence 
from research in the Western Pacific Region. 

The regional objectives of the framework are:

n 		to enhance research capacity and coordination, and 
to shape national and regional research priorities for 
communicable diseases;

n 		to assess the magnitude and determinants (DCC) 
of communicable diseases in the Western Pacific 
Region, and to stimulate generation of tools and 
strategies for communicable disease control in this 
context;

n 		to stimulate the translation and dissemination of 
research evidence at national and regional levels to 
strengthen communicable disease programmes and 
inform policy; and

n 		to engage in the global health research agenda by 
supporting its implementation, identifying region-
specific issues, and providing evidence.A

FP

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_27983


