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KEY MESSAGE

NONCOMMUNICABLE DISEASES (NCD) are a
critical health and development issue for the Western
Pacific Region. Government leadership and political
commitment are essential to coordinate the necessary
multisectoral response to the regional NCD burden.
Cost-effective interventions exist and need to be
prioritized for scaling up in countries. To achieve this,
health systems need to strengthen prevention and to
ensure NCD control is integrated into primary health
care, using the Chronic Care model. Resources for
noncommunicable diseases need to be enhanced and
sustained to achieve measurable improvements in the
health of the Region’s people.
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