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iiiForeword

Recent decades have witnessed a growing international commitment to women’s 
health. In 1997, the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific at its 
Forty-eighth Session adopted Resolution WPR/RC48.R9 urging Member States 
to minimize gender-based inequities and to increase women’s participation in 
development. The World Health Assembly adopted Resolution WHA60.25 on the 
strategy for integrating gender analysis and actions into the work of WHO. In 
November 2009, WHO launched the report Women and health: today’s evidence, 
tomorrow’s agenda.

This report, Women and health in the Western Pacif ic Region: remaining challenges and 
new opportunities, is a further step in advancing WHO’s commitment to women’s 
health.   As the report shows, women and girls have particular health needs that 
remain invisible and little understood and that health systems are failing them. 
Some of these are health needs that only women have because of their biological 
role. Others are those related to all of the health problems that they share with boys 
and men throughout their lives. 

The Western Pacific Region has achieved considerable improvements in women’s 
health. However, a significant unfinished agenda remains, with millions of women 
in the Region facing a variety of avoidable health challenges throughout their lives. 
Accelerating progress requires renewed political commitment, stronger government 
leadership, women-friendly health policies, programmes and services and actions 
across sectors to address the multiple determinants of women’s health.

It is hoped that this report contributes to strengthening the evidence base on the 
health of women in the Region and provides the basis for more vigorous action.

						    

						      Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph.D.

						      Regional Director
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