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1. Introduction

The 7" FAO/WHO Joint Meeting on Pesticide Management (JMPM) and the 9™ Session of
the FAO Panel of Experts on Pesticide Management were held at the headquarters of the
World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva, Switzerland from 15 to 18 October 2013. The
JMPM was established following the signature of a Memorandum of Understanding between
FAO and WHO on cooperation in a joint programme for the sound management of pesticides.
Since its inception, the JMPM has consisted of members drawn from the FAO Panel of
Experts on Pesticides Management and the WHO Panel of Experts on Vector Biology and
Control. The JMPM held its first session in 2007. The JMPM advises FAO and WHO on
matters pertaining to pesticide regulation and management, alerting them to new
developments, problems or issues that otherwise merit attention; in particular, on the
implementation of the International Code of Conduct on Pesticide Management (hereinafter
“Code of Conduct”).

Panel members invited to the JMPM are selected for their personal expertise and experience
in specific aspects of pesticide management, both in agriculture and in public health. They do
not represent the position of governments or institutions they may belong to, but are
appointed in their personal capacity by either FAO or WHO. All Panel members are
requested to declare any interests they may have which could affect their opinion or advice.

In addition to Panel members, representatives from intergovernmental organizations (IGOs)
pesticide industry associations and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) attended the open
sessions of the meeting as observers.

On behalf of WHO and as joint secretariat of the JMPM, Mr Rajpal Yadav, Scientist-in-
Charge, WHO Pesticide Evaluation Scheme (WHOPES), WHO Department of Control of
Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD), welcomed the FAO and WHO JMPM Panel members
and observers to the 7" Session of the FAO/WHO JMPM at WHO headquarters in Geneva.
The meeting had a full agenda with many important issues on pesticide management to be
discussed. Participants were invited to introduce themselves (see List of participants provided
in Annex 1) and Mr Mark Davis was asked to give opening remarks on behalf of FAO.

Mr Mark Davis, Senior Officer, FAO Pesticide Management Group (AGPMC), welcomed the
participants to the meeting on behalf of FAO. Since the last JIMPM meeting, the revised FAO
Code of Conduct had been presented first to the FAO Council and then to the Conference; the
Conference had adopted it unanimously, attesting to the quality of the revision. The group
was acknowledged for its considerable effort in producing the new Code of Conduct.

The FAO Director-General had written to the WHO Director-General, inviting WHO to adopt
the Code of Conduct as an official document. If WHO accepted the invitation, the Code of
Conduct would carry the two United Nations logos, enabling FAO and WHO to move
forward together formally in using it to help countries manage pesticides more effectively
throughout their life-cycle. The FAO had also been in contact with the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) about also formally endorsing or adopting the Code of
Conduct.

2013 had been a busy year, with follow up to some of the issues identified in the August 2012
SAICM conference being addressed in regional meetings in Latin America and Eastern
Europe, particularly in relation to highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs), which the JMPM has
identified as a priority area.



Panel members Mr Eric Liégeois, Mr Gary Whitfield and Ms. Kimberly Nesci were unable to
attend the meeting in person but might connect electronically for certain agenda items.
Amadou Diarra had retired and was unlikely to continue working with the JMPM. Mr
Yongfan Piao, an FAO regional staff member covering Asia and the Pacific (RAP), was
welcomed to the meeting.

Mr Davis looked forward to a productive meeting and welcomed the opportunity to think
strategically about how to use the new Code of Conduct to help countries address pesticide
management issues more effectively and comprehensively.

Mr Yadav invited Mr Lorenzo Savioli, Director, NTD, to give the opening address.

2. Opening of the meeting

Mr Savioli welcomed the members of the FAO and WHO Panels, participants from partner
Organizations in the UN system and OECD, representatives of the private sector and civil
society, FAO staff and the staff of other WHO programmes to the 7" FAO/WHO JMPM.

The Panel was thanked for its advice to FAO and WHO on sound management of pesticides.
Through the JMPM’s work, FAO and WHO collaboration has contributed immensely to
harmonizing and coordinating the actions for sustainable improvement of agriculture, public
and animal health, and the environment. The development of the Code of Conduct, adopted
by the 38"™ FAO Conference in June 2013, is a major achievement, and is included in the
agenda of WHO’s Executive Board (Geneva, January 2014) for its consideration and
recommendation for publication as a joint FAO/WHO document. WHO senior management
is strongly committed to promoting and implementing the Code of Conduct and to supporting
the JIMPM’s work.

The theme of World Health Day (7 April 2014) is “vector-borne diseases”, with a principal
focus on vectors. Since vector control relies heavily on the use of pesticides, this
commemoration provides an opportunity to globally advocate safe, efficient and judicious use
of public-health chemicals through integrated vector management (IVM) and implementation
of the Code of Conduct.

Mr Savioli thanked the participants for their contribution to the work of the two organizations
and for making themselves available to attend the meeting.
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