Regional Action Plan for

in the Western Pacific Region




ABBREVIATIONS

ALB
AZI
DEC
EPI

FBT
GNNTD
HMIS
IMCI
VM
JICA

LF

M&E
MDA
MEB
NTD
PC

PZQ
SCH
STH
UNICEF
USAID
WASH
WCBA
WHO

albendazole

azithromycin

diethylcarbamazine (citrate)

Expanded Programme on Immunization
foodborne trematodiases

Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases
health management information system
integrated management of childhood illness
integrated vector management

Japan International Cooperation Agency
lymphatic filariasis

monitoring and evaluation

mass drug administration

mebendazole

neglected tropical disease

preventive chemotherapy

praziquantel

schistosomiasis

soil-transmitted helminthiases

United Nations Children’s Fund

United States Agency for International Development
water, sanitation and hygiene

women of childbearing age

World Health Organization



Regional Action Plan for

NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES

in the Western Pacific Region
(2012-2016)

{@& World Health
=% Organization

Western Pacific Region




WHO Library Cataloguing in Publication Data

Regional action plan for neglected tropical diseases in the Western Pacific Region: 2012-2016.

1. Endemic diseases. 2. Neglected diseases. 3. Regional health planning.
I. World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific.

ISBN 978 92 9061 603 0  (NLM Classification: WC 680)
© World Health Organization 2013

All rights reserved. Publications of the World Health Organization are available on the WHO web site (www.who.int) or can be
purchased from WHO Press, World Health Organization, 20 Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland (tel.: +41 22 791 3264;
fax: +41 22 791 4857; e-mail: bookorders@who.int).

Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO publications —whether for sale or for non-commercial distribution—
should be addressed to WHO Press through the WHO web site (www.who.int/about/licensing/copyright_form/en/index.html).
For WHO Western Pacific Regional Publications, request for permission to reproduce should be addressed to Publications Office,
World Health Organization, Regional Office for the Western Pacific, P.O. Box 2932, 1000, Manila, Philippines, fax: +632 521 1036,
e-mail: publications@wpro.who.int

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps represent approximate border
lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed or recommended
by the World Health Organization in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions
excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information contained in this
publication. However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied. The
responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall the World Health Organization
be liable for damages arising from its use.

Cover: Neglected Tropical Diseases such as schistosomiasis, foodborne trematodiases and soil-transmitted helminthiasis are
often associated with agricultural practices, poor sanitation and poverty. Photo credit: AFP



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Abbreviations

Acknowledgements vi

Foreword vii
1 Executive summary viii
2 Gurrent situation 4
2.1 Working towards elimination 1
2.2 Working towards sustainable control 8
3 Challenges and opportunities 10
4 The way forward 14
4.1 Goal and objective 14
4.2 Immediate impact of the regional action plan (2011-2016) and next steps 14
5 The Regional Action Plan For Neglected Tropical Diseases

in the Western Pacific Region 20
6 Activities relating to achieving the Regional Action Plan objectives 26

References 34

Annexes 36

Annex 1: Scaling up NTD prevention and case management interventions 31

Annex 2: Regional Committee Resolution WPR/RC63.R4 42

REGIONAL ACTION PLAN FOR NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC (2012-2016)



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This document is a product of extensive consultations with experts, Member States
of the World Health Organization (WHO) and partners in order to provide technical
input on the Regional Action Plan for Neglected Tropical Diseases in the Western
Pacific (2012-2016), as well as recommendations for its implementation in Member
States.

The Malaria, other Vectorborne and Parasitic Diseases unit of the WHO Regional
Office for the Western Pacific acknowledges with gratitude the significant
contributions from national Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) programmes and
representatives from the ministries of health of the Member States of the Western
Pacific Region.

In addition, we acknowledge the collaboration of key stakeholders and partners
who provided assistance during the development of this plan. These include:

Australian Agency for International Development

Centre for Neglected Tropical Diseases (Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine)
Children Without Worms

Fit for School

Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases

James Cook University

Japan International Cooperation Agency

Johnson & Johnson

The Government of the Republic of Korea

Western Pacific Regional Programme Review Group on Neglected Tropical Diseases
Regional Network for Asian Schistosomiasis and Other Helminth Zoonoses
RTI International

Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute

The Task Force for Global Health

United States Agency for International Development

United States Centre for Disease Control and Prevention
World Vision Australia

We would also like to acknowledge the significant contributions from the Stop
Tuberculosis and Leprosy Elimination unit in the WHO Regional Office for the
Western Pacific, as well as WHO headquarters.



FOREWORD

Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) are a public health issue in
28 countries and areas in the Western Pacific Region. Although
some Member States have made remarkable progress in NTD
control and elimination, there is a vital need to consolidate
these successes and further reduce the burden of diseases.
NTD elimination and control efforts are recognized as one of
the most cost-effective interventions in global health today.

Based on the WHO NTD global road map, to achieve the targets
of elimination of leprosy, lymphatic filariasis, schistosomiasis,
trachoma and yaws by 2020 and to reduce morbidity from soil-transmitted helminthiases
and foodborne trematodiases, interventions including intersectoral transmission-control
measures must be scaled up.

To this end, Member States endorsed the Regional Action Plan for Neglected
Tropical Diseases in the Western Pacific (2012-2016) through resolution WPR/RC63.
R4 of the sixty-third session of the World Health Organization Regional Committee for
the Western Pacific in September 2012. The plan is a product of extensive consultation
among national programmes and a variety of stakeholders and partners within and
outside the Region. The plan, which will serve as the Region’s NTD road map towards
the global 2020 targets, is a critical step towards securing sustained financial and
human resources for NTDs in endemic countries, integrating disease-specific
activities, measuring progress and improving coordination.

This plan also lays out many challenges. Extraordinary efforts will be required to
mobilize the resources necessary to reach the 2016 regional NTD targets. WHO will
strongly support national NTD programmes and those of other stakeholders in their
continuing efforts to implement actions that will accelerate efforts to reach those
targets.

I am convinced that if we succeed, this will make a big difference in the lives of a
great number of people in this Region. Physical well-being will be improved, the
cognitive development of children will be enhanced, and disabilities, disfigurations
and stigma will be prevented. Indirectly, children’s school attendance, nutrition, and
food safety will be improved, and anemia, especially in pregnant women, will be
reduced. This will contribute to the economic growth of this Region.
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