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1. Introduction 

The fourth meeting of the World Health Organization’s South-East Asia 

Regional Immunization Technical Advisory Group (SEAR-ITAG) was held 

from 2–3 April 2013 in New Delhi, India.   

The SEAR-ITAG is composed of technical experts who provide 

Member States with technical and policy guidance on immunization, 

vaccines and related technology to reduce vaccine-preventable diseases in 

the Region. The terms of reference are: 

(1) To review regional and Member States policies, strategies and 

plans for control, elimination and eradication of vaccine-

preventable diseases, especially for polio eradication, measles 

control and maternal and neonatal tetanus (MNT) elimination, 

including the setting of regional immunization priorities; 

(2) To guide Member States in strengthening routine immunization 

programmes; 

(3) To make recommendations on a framework for national 

immunization policies as well as operational aspects of the 

immunization strategies; guide Member States on the 

incorporation of new scientific knowledge and technology on 

vaccines, vaccine delivery and immunization practices; 

(4) To advise Member States on the appropriate choices of new 

vaccines, guide optimal strategies for their introduction, and 

provide technical guidance on monitoring the impact of new 

vaccines once introduced into national immunization 

programmes; 

(5) To promote and provide technical guidance for the 

implementation of high-quality vaccine-preventable disease 

surveillance, including laboratory networks for surveillance; 
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