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Soil-transmitted helminths are responsible for diseases that thrive where there is poverty and 
disadvantage. Th ese parasites infect more than 2 billion people in more than 100 countries 
adversely aff ecting nutritional status and impairing cognitive processes; in conclusion they 
make it more diffi  cult for infected populations to surmount poverty.

In 2001, the World Health Assembly, with Resolution 54.19, set the global target of treating 
at least 75% of children at-risk; in the fi rst 10 years of implementation, the managers of 
control programmes worldwide made a great eff ort reaching almost one third of the children 
in need of treatment.

Global health has dramatically changed since 2001: the control of soil-transmitted 
helminthiases is now part of a comprehensive set of eff orts to control neglected tropical 
diseases in which the preventive chemotherapy interventions for the diff erent diseases are 
increasingly integrated and delivered as a package; in addition donations of drugs by partners 
have made this intervention even more cost-eff ective. 

For the fi rst time in history the elimination of soil-transmitted helminthiases as a public 
health problem is achievable: this document is intended to guide and coordinate the eff orts 
of all the partners involved.
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viiEXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Eliminating soil-transmitted helminthiases as a public health problem in children

Glossary of terms

Th e defi nitions given below apply to the terms as used in this document. Th ey 
may have diff erent meanings in other contexts.

anthelminthic
A medicine used to expel helminths (worms) in humans. Th e action of the 

medicine kills the worms and facilitates their explusion from the human body. Th e 
anthelminthics most commonly used to treat intestinal worm infections in children 
are the benzimidazoles (albendazole and mebendazole).

coverage
Th e proportion of the target population reached by an intervention (for 

example, the percentage of preschool-age children and school-age children receiving 
preventive chemotherapy on a treatment day).

elimination as a public-health problem
For operational purposes, WHO defi nes STH as a public-health problem 

when more than 1% of the at-risk population has infection of moderate or 
high intensity and its control requires the delivery of one or more public health 
interventions. Elimination of STH as a public-health problem refers to elimination 
of the morbidity caused by the infections in children. Th e goal is not to eliminate 
the parasites but to reduce the morbidity they cause to levels that can be controlled 
through routine health-care or school-based services. 

intensity of infection
Th e number of helminths (worms) infecting an individual. Th e intensity of 

infection with soil-transmitted helminths can be measured directly, by counting the 
number of expelled worms aft er anthelminthic treatment, or indirectly, by counting 
the number of helminth eggs excreted in faeces (expressed as eggs per gram, epg). 
Indirect methods are less intrusive, more convenient and more commonly used. 

STH_with_Alex_corrections_30_03.indd   viiSTH_with_Alex_corrections_30_03.indd   vii 2012-05-28   10:36:252012-05-28   10:36:25

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_28392


