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Abstract

With financial support from the Norwegian government, The World Health Organization (WHO) and the
United Nations International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP) began implementing the revised project
"The Global Initiative on Primary Prevention of Substance Abuse" in July 1999. The project aims at
preventing and reducing the use and abuse of psychoactive substances among young people through
mobilisation of communities and the development of good practices in the area of primary prevention.

The importance of human resources development and the contribution of the human resource in this
undertaking cannot be overemphasised. Acquiring adequate knowledge and skills on the changing patterns
of psychoactive substance use, expanding scientific knowledge and implementing effective projects on
primary prevention are important considerations in this project. In recognition of these facts, development
of training materials for project operators was the initial step. The second step was to expose these
materials to potential users in order to solicit their input for the finalisation of these materials.

In December 1999, the first regional training of trainers workshop was held, involving key players in the
three selected countries in Southern Africa. The workshop served as a medium for participants to review
the materials and provide input, share country experiences and acquire additional knowledge and skills on
primary prevention of psychoactive substance use and project development and management. This report

summarises the proceedings of this workshop.
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