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This report provides a review and analysis of the research 
landscape for zoonoses and marginalized infections which 
affect poor populations, and a list of research priorities to 
support disease control. The work is the output of the Disease 
Reference Group on Zoonoses and Marginalized Infectious 
Diseases of Poverty (DRG6), which is part of an independent 
think tank of international experts, established and funded by 
the Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical 
Diseases (TDR), to identify key research priorities through 
review of research evidence and input from stakeholder 
consultations.

The report covers a diverse range of diseases, including 
zoonotic helminth, protozoan, viral and bacterial infections 
considered to be neglected and associated with poverty. 
Disease-specific research issues are elaborated under individual 
disease sections and many common priorities are identified 
among the diseases such as the need for new and/or improved 
drugs and regimens, diagnostics and, where appropriate, 
vaccines. The disease-specific priorities are described as micro 
priorities compared with the macro level priorities which will 
drive policy-making for: improved surveillance; interaction 
between the health, livestock, agriculture, natural resources 
and wildlife sectors in tackling zoonotic diseases; and true 
assessment of the burden of zoonoses.

This is one of ten disease and thematic reference group reports 
that have come out of the TDR Think Tank, all of which 
have contributed to the development of the Global Report 
for Research on Infectious Diseases of Poverty, available at: 
www.who.int/tdr/capacity/global_report.

W
H

O
 Technical Report Series

Research Priorities 
for Zoonoses and 
Marginalized Infections



Global Report for Research on Infectious Diseases of Poverty
Available online at: www.who.int/tdr/capacity/global_report

Research Priorities for Helminth Infections
WHO Technical Report Series, No. 972 (196 pages)
Available online at: www.who.int/tdr/publications/helminth_infections

Research Priorities for Chagas Disease, Human African Trypanosomiasis and 
Leishmaniasis
WHO Technical Report Series, No. 975 (116 pages)
Available online at: www.who.int/tdr/publications/research_priorities

Research Priorities for the Environment, Agriculture and Infectious Diseases of 
Poverty
WHO Technical Report Series, No. 976 (140 pages)
Available online at: www.who.int/tdr/publications/environment

SELECTED WHO PUBLICATIONS OF RELATED INTEREST

Further information on these and other WHO publications can be obtained from
WHO Press, World Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland

(tel.: +41 22 791 3264; fax: +41 22 791 4857; e-mail: bookorders@who.int;
order on line: http://www.who.int/bookorders)

The World Health Organization was established in 1948 as a specialized agency of the 
United Nations serving as the directing and coordinating authority for international 
health matters and public health. One of WHO’s constitutional functions is to 
provide objective and reliable information and advice in the field of human health, a 
responsibility that it fulfils in part through its extensive programme of publications. 
The Organization seeks through its publications to support national health strategies 
and address the most pressing public health concerns of populations around the 
world. To respond to the needs of Member States at all levels of development, WHO 
publishes practical manuals, handbooks and training material for specific categories 
of health workers; internationally applicable guidelines and standards; reviews and 
analyses of health policies, programmes and research; and state-of-the-art consensus 
reports that offer technical advice and recommendations for decision-makers. 
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disease prevention and control, the development of equitable health systems based 
on primary health care, and health promotion for individuals and communities. 
Progress towards better health for all also demands the global dissemination and 
exchange of information that draws on the knowledge and experience of all WHO’s 
Member countries and the collaboration of world leaders in public health and the 
biomedical sciences. To ensure the widest possible availability of authoritative 
information and guidance on health matters, WHO secures the broad international 
distribution of its publications and encourages their translation and adaptation. By 
helping to promote and protect health and prevent and control disease throughout 
the world, WHO’s books contribute to achieving the Organization’s principal 
objective – the attainment by all people of the highest possible level of health.
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