
Research Priorities for Zoonoses and Marginalized Infections

Research Priorities for Zoonoses and M
arginalized Infections

971 W H O  T e c h n i c a l  R e p o r t  S e r i e s

971

Technical report of the TDR Disease Reference Group on Zoonoses  
and Marginalized Infectious Diseases of Poverty

This report provides a review and analysis of the research 
landscape for zoonoses and marginalized infections which 
affect poor populations, and a list of research priorities to 
support disease control. The work is the output of the Disease 
Reference Group on Zoonoses and Marginalized Infectious 
Diseases of Poverty (DRG6), which is part of an independent 
think tank of international experts, established and funded by 
the Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical 
Diseases (TDR), to identify key research priorities through 
review of research evidence and input from stakeholder 
consultations.

The report covers a diverse range of diseases, including 
zoonotic helminth, protozoan, viral and bacterial infections 
considered to be neglected and associated with poverty. 
Disease-specific research issues are elaborated under individual 
disease sections and many common priorities are identified 
among the diseases such as the need for new and/or improved 
drugs and regimens, diagnostics and, where appropriate, 
vaccines. The disease-specific priorities are described as micro 
priorities compared with the macro level priorities which will 
drive policy-making for: improved surveillance; interaction 
between the health, livestock, agriculture, natural resources 
and wildlife sectors in tackling zoonotic diseases; and true 
assessment of the burden of zoonoses.

This is one of ten disease and thematic reference group reports 
that have come out of the TDR Think Tank, all of which 
have contributed to the development of the Global Report 
for Research on Infectious Diseases of Poverty, available at: 
www.who.int/tdr/capacity/global_report.
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of health workers; internationally applicable guidelines and standards; reviews and 
analyses of health policies, programmes and research; and state-of-the-art consensus 
reports that offer technical advice and recommendations for decision-makers. 
These books are closely tied to the Organization’s priority activities, encompassing 
disease prevention and control, the development of equitable health systems based 
on primary health care, and health promotion for individuals and communities. 
Progress towards better health for all also demands the global dissemination and 
exchange of information that draws on the knowledge and experience of all WHO’s 
Member countries and the collaboration of world leaders in public health and the 
biomedical sciences. To ensure the widest possible availability of authoritative 
information and guidance on health matters, WHO secures the broad international 
distribution of its publications and encourages their translation and adaptation. By 
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the world, WHO’s books contribute to achieving the Organization’s principal 
objective – the attainment by all people of the highest possible level of health.
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