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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The global community has committed itself to eliminating mother-to-child transmission of HIV by 
2015. The strategy for reaching this ambitious goal is laid out in the Global Plan Towards the Elimination 
of New HIV Infections Among Children by 2015 and Keeping Their Mothers Alive, adopted in 2011. The 
initiative is referred to as “EMTCT”—Eliminating Mother-to-Child Transmission. 

The Global Plan covers all low- and medium-income countries. It focuses, however, on 22 priority 
countries with high estimated numbers of pregnant women living with HIV: Angola, Botswana, 
Burundi, Cameroon, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, South Africa, Swaziland, Uganda, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

The EMTCT initiative places new emphasis on improving health outcomes for mothers and children. 
This is a shift from the previous emphasis on expanding the coverage of services for preventing 
mother-to-child transmission (PMTCT). The new emphasis on outcomes requires a corresponding 
shift in the focus of monitoring and evaluation (M&E) of efforts for prevention of mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV (PMTCT). 

This document outlines a common framework for tracking progress towards EMTCT as we move 
towards 2015, including explanation of the targets outlined in the Global Plan, essential M&E activities 
at the country level and plans for reporting. It is intended for policy-makers, programme managers, 
M&E officers, and staff of technical agencies and international partners involved in supporting EMTCT.

Targets and indicators

Clear targets for 2015 and a clear framework for monitoring and measuring progress are necessary 
to support one M&E system for the initiative, integrated into the national M&E system. The EMTCT 
initiative has 10 targets—2 overall targets, 2 child health targets, and 6 targets related to the four 
prongs of PMTCT. 

The two overall global targets are:

1. Reduce the number of new HIV infections among children by 90% by 2015 

2. Reduce the number of HIV-associated deaths to women during pregnancy, childbirth or 
puerperium by 50% by 2015. 

Key M&E activities at the country level

The Global Plan for EMTCT calls on countries to “improve outcomes assessment, data quality and 
impact assessment”. Routine monitoring and ongoing evaluation is a priority for EMTCT and is one 
point in the 10-point action plan outlined in the Global Plan as concrete steps for country-level 
implementation. 

Monitoring and evaluation related to EMTCT can be planned, reviewed and strengthened in the 
following five areas:

1. Setting targets and baselines

2. Reviewing routine M&E systems, and improving and validating data quality

3. Measuring PMTCT programme impact and validating the elimination of mother-to-child transmission

4. Operational research

5. Programme review and evaluation.
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