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NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES 
are a diverse group of diseases with distinct 
characteristics found mainly among the 
poorest populations of the world. 

� e 17 diseases targeted by WHO share a 
common stranglehold on those populations 
le�  furthest behind by development: they 
perpetuate poverty. Most of those who 
su� er from more than one of these diseases 
at any given time are also mired in poverty, 
perpetuating a doubly intolerable and 
unacceptable situation destined to live in 
permanent disability.

� e international community is committed 
to rooting out these diseases. � e roadmap 
proposes the way forward.

Although the global � nancial crisis may 
negatively impact the resources available 
to support control and elimination 
programmes, evidence has shown that 
the cost of treating one or more neglected 
tropical diseases is negligible compared 
with that associated with other diseases.

Evidence clearly shows that overcoming 
neglected tropical diseases makes economic 
and development sense, and that the 
prospects for achieving the roadmap’s 
targets are ambitious but well-founded. 

Scaling up interventions will bolster recent 
progress made in tackling neglected tropical 
diseases and result in the eradication of 
dracunculiasis and yaws and the elimination 
of several others by 2015 and 2020.

A ROADMAP FOR IMPLEMENTATION

WHO/HTM/NTD/2012.1
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 DISEASE   2015    2020

 

 
 Rabiesb   Latin America    South-East Asia and
        Western Paci� c regions  

 Blinding trachoma         

 Endemic 
 treponematoses (yaws)         

 Leprosy         

 Chagas disease   Transmission through    Intra-domiciliary 
    blood transfusion    transmission interrupted
    interrupted    in the Region of the
        Americas

 Human African    In 80%
 trypanosomiasis    of foci     

 Visceral leishmaniasis       Indian subcontinent

 Dracunculiasis         

 Lymphatic ­ lariasis         

 Onchocerciasis   Latin America Yemen    Selected  
         countries 
         in Africa

 Schistosomiasis   Eastern Mediterranean     Region of the Americas  Selected 
    Region, Caribbean,     and Western Paci� c countries 
    Indonesia and the     Region in Africa
    Mekong River basin      

WHO/NTD roadmap 2015–2020 elimination and eradication targets, at a glance
Targets and milestones for elimination and eradication of neglected tropical diseases, 2015–2020a

a � e order of the diseases follows that of the First WHO report (see part 2, section 5).
b Refers to human dog-mediated rabies.
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   Latin America    South-East Asia and

         

   Transmission through    Intra-domiciliary    Transmission through    Intra-domiciliary 

   Latin America    South-East Asia and

         

 Leprosy         

         

 treponematoses (yaws)         

    In 80%

       Indian subcontinent

   Eastern Mediterranean     Region of the Americas  Selected 

   Latin America Yemen    Selected     Latin America Yemen    Selected  

   Eastern Mediterranean     Region of the Americas  Selected    Eastern Mediterranean     Region of the Americas  Selected 

   Latin America Yemen    Selected  
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“This roadmap for 
implementation 
represents the next  
step forward in 
relieving and, in many 
cases, finally ending  
the vast misery caused 
by these ancient  
diseases of poverty.”
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01	 INTRODUCTION
	 The vision of controlling, eliminating and eradicating neglected tropical diseases has gathered 	
	 significant momentum over recent years.

03	 Strategies
	 WHO recommends five strategies for the prevention, control, elimination and eradication 
	 of neglected tropical diseases.

06	 POLICY FRAMEWORK
	 The targets contained in the roadmap are based on the recommendations made by Member States 	
	 in several World Health Assembly resolutions.

07	 DISEASES
	 Of the 17 diseases, 9 are caused by microparasites and 8 by macroparasites.

12	 costs
	 WHO estimates that an additional US$ 2 billion is needed to prevent and treat all people 
		 at risk of contracting a common neglected tropical disease by 2015.

14	 coNCLUSION
	 WHO’s duty is to secure the future of generations to come, by sustaining the achievements 
	 beyond 2020.
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Introduction

The vision of controlling, eliminating and 
eradicating neglected tropical diseases 
has gathered significant momentum over 
recent years.

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
has produced overwhelming evidence to 
show that the burden caused by many of 
the 17 diseases1 that affect more than 1 
billion people worldwide can be effectively 
controlled and, in many cases, eliminated 
or even eradicated.

In 2003, WHO began to focus control 
measures away from specific diseases to 
the health needs of poor communities.2 
This led to the introduction of two major 
strategic interventions: 

•	 preventive chemotherapy, an  
	 intervention that allows the regular  
	 and coordinated administration 
	 of quality-assured, safe, single-		
	 dose medicines on a large scale 
	 for the treatment of: foodborne 		
	 trematode infections, lymphatic 
	 filariasis, onchocerciasis, 		
	 schistosomiasis, soil-transmitted 	
	 helminthiases and trachoma; and

•	 intensified disease management, 	
	 directed at neglected tropical diseases 	
	 for which simple tools and treatments 	
	 are not yet available, such as Buruli 	
	 ulcer, endemic treponematoses (yaws), 	
	 leprosy (Hansen disease), Chagas 
	 disease, human African  
	 trypanosomiasis (sleeping sickness),  
	 leishmaniasis, cysticercosis  and 		
	 echinococcosis.

Specific intervention approaches are 
required for dengue, dracunculiasis 
(guinea-worm disease) and human dog-
mediated rabies.

Accelerating work to overcome the global 
impact of neglected tropical diseases

Efforts to combat the neglected tropical diseases reached a turning point in 2007, 
when WHO convened the first meeting of global partners. That meeting produced 
a shared commitment to support WHO strategies and goals by working together in 
an innovative, flexible and cost-effective way. The result has been streamlined and 
integrated approaches have yielded significant gains for public health. 

This roadmap for implementation represents the next step forward in relieving and, in 
many cases, finally ending the vast misery caused by these ancient diseases of poverty.

Dr Margaret Chan, Director-General, World Health Organization

1	Dengue, rabies, blinding trachoma, 
	Buruli ulcer, endemic treponematoses (yaws),	
	 leprosy (Hansen disease), Chagas  
	disease, human African trypanosomiasis  
	 (sleeping sickness), leishmaniasis, cysticercosis, 	
	dracunculiasis (guinea-worm disease), 		
	 echinococcosis, foodborne trematode infections, 	
	 lymphatic filariasis, onchocerciasis (river 		
	blindness), schistosomiasis (bilharziasis), soil-	
	 transmitted helminthiases (intestinal worms).
2	Intensified control of neglected diseases: report 	
	of an international workshop, Berlin, Germany, 	
	10–12 December 2003. Geneva, World Health 
	Organization, 2004 (WHO/CDS/CPE/2004.45).
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“ The roadmap sets 
targets for the period 
2012–2020. THE WORLD 

HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
believes that despite the 
complexity of neglected 

tropical diseases, the 
targets are achievable. ”

Other measures to support these 
interventions involve control of vectors 
and their intermediate hosts, veterinary 
public health, water and sanitation, health 
awareness and education, and capacity 
building.

A turning point in efforts against 
neglected tropical diseases was achieved 
after the first Global  Partners’ Meeting3 
convened by WHO in 2007  - an 
initiative outside any formally structured 
partnership, which resulted in a shared 
commitment to support WHO’s strategies, 
goals and targets. These have  yielded 
significant gains for public health, 
including the scale up of control and 
elimination programmes and enhanced 
access to medicines, benefiting hundreds 
of millions of poor and marginalized 
populations in an innovative and cost 
effective way of working together.

On 14 October 2010, WHO’s Director-
General, Dr Margaret Chan, launched the 
first WHO report on neglected tropical 
diseases4 to demonstrate the progress 
achieved since 2007 with the collaboration 
of endemic countries and partners. The 
results are visible, the strategic approaches 
technically feasible and the investment 
cost effective. 

The first WHO report, however, 
highlighted gains but also challenges, 
triggering a wave of additional pledges 
from public and private partners. Despite 
a global financial crisis, almost all of these 
pledges have now been met, enabling 
Member States, WHO and its partners 
to accelerate implementation of disease 
control programmes.

Additional commitment is needed 
to achieve the targets for control and 
elimination, and contribute towards 

attaining several Millennium Development 
Goals, notably poverty alleviation (Goal 1), 
universal primary education (Goal 2), 
reduced child mortality (Goal 4) and 
improved maternal health (Goal 5).

In 2011, the WHO Strategic and Technical 
Advisory Group for Neglected Tropical 
Diseases and partners adopted a roadmap 
for control, elimination and eradication. 
The roadmap sets targets for the period 
2012–2020. WHO believes that despite the 
complexity of neglected tropical diseases, 
the targets are achievable. 

This document is a summary of the 
roadmap.5 Two tables show the targets and 
milestones for eradication and elimination 
(Table 1a) and for control (Table 1b) of 
neglected tropical diseases by 2015 and 
2020. Targets for neglected zoonotic 
diseases have been published separately.6

3	Report of the first global partners’ meeting on 
	neglected tropical diseases: a turning point.  
	Geneva, World Health Organization, 2007 	
	(WHO/CDS/NTD/2007.4).
4	Working to overcome the global impact of 	
	neglected tropical diseases: first WHO report 	
	on neglected tropical diseases. Geneva, World 
	Health Organization, 2010. 
	(WHO/HTM/NTD/2010.1).
5	Accelerating work to overcome neglected 
	tropical diseases: a roadmap for implementation. 	
	Geneva, World Health Organization, 2011 	
	(unpublished report endorsed by STAG-NTD  
	at its April 2011 meeting).
6	Report of the interagency meeting on planning 	
	 the prevention and control of neglected zoonotic 	
	diseases (NZDs), Geneva, 5–6 July 2011 	
	[Annex 1: Interagency roadmap for high-	
	priority neglected zoonotic diseases: expected  
	outcomes by objective by 2015 and 2020].  
	Geneva, World Health Organization, 2011 	
	(WHO/HTM/NTD/NZD/2011).

Strategies

WHO recommends five strategies for 
the prevention, control, elimination and 
eradication of neglected tropical diseases.

•	 Preventive chemotherapy 
– Preventive chemotherapy aims at 
optimizing the large-scale use of safe, 
single-dose medicines, currently against 
four helminthiases (lymphatic filariasis, 
onchocerciasis, schistosomiasis and soil-
transmitted helminthiases). Additionally, 
a key component of the SAFE (Surgery, 
Antibiotics, Facial cleanliness and 
Environmental improvement) strategy 
against trachoma – the large-scale 
administration of azithromycin – is 
amenable to close coordination (and, in 
future, possibly co-administration) with 
interventions targeted at helminthiases. 

	 Implementation of preventive 
chemotherapy interventions with 
high coverage will ensure that by 2020 
the WHO goals for the five targeted 
diseases are reached. Some intermediate 
elimination milestones, as specified 
in Table 1a, can be reached by 2015. 
Critical assumptions to reach these 
objectives are: (1)  that solutions be 
found to make praziquantel widely 
available along with the other donated 
medicines in the preventive chemotherapy 
package; and (2) that funding for 
implementation accompanies the scaling 
up of interventions, through sustained 
commitment of international donors 
and enhanced in-country support by the 
health and education sectors.

•	 Intensified disease management 
– This intervention targets complex 
protozoan and bacterial diseases, such 
as human African trypanosomiasis, 
leishmaniasis, Chagas disease and Buruli 
ulcer. The new focus on better access 
to specialized care through improved 
case-detection and decentralized 
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