
47

Annex 2. List of participants

ISBN 978 92 4 150271 9

COUVERTURE MDA .indd   1 09/01/2012   10:41:05



Informal consultatIon organIzed  
by the Who global malarIa Programme

In collaboratIon WIth malarIa eradIcatIon  
research agenda (malera) InItIatIve

  
3-4 february 2010, geneva, sWItzerland



WHO Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Community-based reduction of malaria transmission.

“Informal consultation organized by the WHO Global Malaria Programme in collaboration with Malaria 
Eradication Research Agenda (malERA) initiative.” – front cover.

1. Malaria – prevention and control. 2. Malaria – transmission. 3. Consumer participation. 4. Community 
health services – organization and administration. I.World Health Organization. 

ISBN 978 92 4 150271 9			   (NLM classification: WC 765)

© World Health Organization 2012
All rights reserved. Publications of the World Health Organization are available on the WHO web site 
(www.who.int) or can be purchased from WHO Press, World Health Organization, 20 Avenue Appia, 1211 
Geneva 27, Switzerland (tel.: +41 22 791 3264; fax: +41 22 791 4857; e-mail: bookorders@who.int).  
Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO publications – whether for sale or for noncom-
mercial distribution – should be addressed to WHO Press through the WHO web site (http://www.who.int/
about/licensing/copyright_form/en/index.html).

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any 
country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
Dotted lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are 
endorsed or recommended by the World Health Organization in preference to others of a similar nature that 
are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by 
initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information 
contained in this publication. However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any 
kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with 
the reader.  In no event shall the World Health Organization be liable for damages arising from its use.  

Editing: Elisabeth Heseltine
Design: elfiga.ch
Layout coordination: Claudia Corazzola, WHO Graphics
Cover: Denis Meissner, WHO Graphics

Printed in Italy



Contents

 Acknowledgements 1

 Abbreviations 2

 Foreword 3

1. Background 5

2. Justification for community-based 
reduction of malaria transmission 7

3. Context 9

4. Proposed approach 11

5. Preparation 13
5.1 Assessing transmission 13
5.2 Intervention packages  

for community-based reduction  
of malaria transmission 15

6. A supportive environment 23

6.1 An enhanced health information  
system 23

6.2 A functioning supply system 23
6.3 An efficient supervision system 24
6.4 Suitable settings 24

7. Engaging communities  
and maximizing the sustainability  
of community-based reduction  
of malaria transmission 25

8. Operationalization 27
8.1 Tasks of community-based  

health workers 27

8.2 Kits for community-based reduction  
of malaria transmission 28

9. Sustaining community-based  
reduction of malaria transmission 31

10. Monitoring community-based  
reduction of malaria transmission 33

11. Evaluating community-based  
reduction of malaria transmission 35

12. Additional research  37
12.1 Research to refine the  elements  

of community-based  reduction  
of malaria transmission 37

12.2 Research on diagnostic tests  
to be used in community-based 
 reduction of malaria  transmission  37

12.3 Research on community health 
 workers’ performance and retention 
and approach of the community 38

12.4 Research on issues related  
to the use of drugs 38

References 39

Annex 1.  
Index case form used in Zambia 43

Annex 2.  
List of participants 45





1

Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements
The meeting was co-organized by WHO and the Malaria 

Eradication Research Agenda (malERA) initiative, which 

was funded by a grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-

dation. We thank the Barcelona Centre for International 

Health Research (CRESIB-Hospital Clínic, University of Bar-

celona) and the Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute 

for their support.

For more information, please contact:

Global Malaria Programme

World Health Organization

http://www.who.int/malaria

E-mail: infogmp@who.int



2

Abbreviations
ACT artemisinin-based combination therapy

EIR entomological inoculation rate

FSAT focused screening and treatment

G6PD glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase

HiFSAT highly focused screening and treatment

IPTc intermittent preventive treatment of malaria in children

IPTp intermittent preventive treatment during pregnancy

LLIN long-lasting insecticidal net

MDA mass drug administration

MSAT mass screening and treatment

PCR polymerase chain reaction

RBM Roll Back Malaria
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Foreword

To date, efforts at malaria control in highly 

endemic areas of Africa have focused on 

scaling-up proven existing malaria control 

interventions – long-lasting insecticidal nets 

(LLINs), indoor residual spraying (IRS) with 

insecticides, intermittent preventive treat-

ment during pregnancy (IPTp), diagnostic 

testing, and treatment of confirmed uncompli-

cated malaria using artemisinin-based combi-

nation therapy (ACT). The World Malaria Report 

2010 found that the increase in international 

funding commitments had allowed a massive 

scale up of malaria control interventions in 

many countries, along with sometimes dra-

matic reductions in malaria burden. 

However, there is lack of evidence, and thus 

uncertainty, about how best to move forward 

with consolidating these gains, particularly 

in high transmission areas in sub-Saharan 

Africa. Sustaining high coverage with interven-

tions in the face of a low malaria incidence 

will pose a serious challenge to countries 

which have reduced their malaria burden. 

Despite the increased political commitment 

for accelerated malaria control towards elimi-

nation, there are as yet no proven opera-

tional strategies for how to sustain the gains 

in malaria control – or reach elimination – in 

high transmission areas, much less strate-

gies on how to maintain malaria elimination 

if it were achieved. Even if malaria elimination 

is not currently attainable – with today’s tools 

– in most sub-Saharan African settings, it will 

become more feasible in the medium to long 

term in selected settings. It is imperative, 

therefore, to develop the strategies needed 

to consolidate gains made through success-

ful scale-up – and move control with available 

tools towards elimination in appropriate situa-

tions. Otherwise, endemic countries may find 

themselves in the potentially perilous situa-

tion of waning population immunity combined 

with high transmission potential.

To rapidly move towards malaria elimination, 

there is a need for large scale, innovative 

interventions at all levels – both of preven-

tive and curative nature – that will allow to 

reach all populations at risk and dramatically 

reduce malaria transmission. Once trans-

mission drops to low levels and becomes 

increasingly patchy (or ‘focal’), national level 

commitment to malaria as a public health 

problem risks dropping as well. A community-

based approach will enable governments to 

match resources to local burden, and allow 

remaining affected communities to take a 

more aggressive approach to lowering and 

ultimately eliminating transmission in these 

malaria hotspots.

In February 2010 the WHO Global Malaria 

 Programme, in collaboration with Malaria Era-

dication Research Agenda (malERA) ini tia tive, 

organized an informal consultation of malaria 

experts to develop a strategy to achieve 

reduction of malaria transmission through 

community-based interventions (Geneva, 3-4 

February 2010). The present document sum-

marizes discussions and presents the strat-

egy as developed during the two-day meeting.

Robert D. Newman

Director, Global Malaria Programme

World Health Organization
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