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i

The ‘Work of WHO on emergency in the African Region in 2010’ report is not a formal 
publication of WHO and does not necessarily represent the decision or the stated policy 
of the organisation. The presentation of maps contained herein does not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of WHO concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or areas or its authorities, or concerning the delineation of its frontiers 
or boundaries.

Information concerning this publication can be obtained from:

1 - Dr.Angela Benson: Programme Manager (PM), Emergency and Humanitarian Action.
     Bensona@afro.who.int
2 - Dr. Kalambay Kalula: Emergency Capacity Building (ECB). Kalambayk@afro.who.int
2 - Dr. Usman Abdulmumini: Emergency Responses and Operations (ERO).
     Abdulmuminiu@afro.who.int

World Health Organisation - Regional Office for Africa
Cit’eduDjou’e, P.O. Box 06
Brazzaville, Republic of Congo
Telephone: + (47 241) 39100/ + (242) 770 02 02
Fax: + (47 241) 39503
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“ “In accordance with WHO’s mandate, vision and core 
functions, I have pledged to continue to focus on WHO’s 
leadership role in the provision of normative and policy 
guidance; strengthening of partnerships and harmonization 
of support to countries; supporting health systems 
strengthening based on the primary health care 
approach…….and accelerating response to the 
determinants of health”.

Dr. Luis G. Sambo
Regional Director
WHO Regional Office for Africa
Excerpted from “Achieving Sustainable Health Development in the African
Region Strategic Directions for WHO 2010 - 2015”.
II II
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Executive Summary

Natural disasters and social unrests continue to cause displacements in many countries 
of the WHO African Region. In 2009 alone, over 6.9 million people were displaced 
among which were 4.9 million internally displaced persons and about 2 million refugees 
Impact of climate change is leading to increasing droughts with its attendant food crises 
and malnutrition. Similarly, thousands of people are affected by floods and cyclones an-
nually causing deaths and destruction of farmlands as well as housing and social infra-
structure including health facilities. All these have direct and indirect impact on disease 
burden and health care delivery, thus negatively affecting the attainment of MDGs.

In support of the Member States, Guidelines for Disaster Risk Reduction and Emer-
gency Preparedness have been drafted through global and regional consultations with 
partners. Hazards maps for all the countries in the region have been developed with the 
technical assistance of WHO Mediterranean Center on DRR. A task force has been com-
missioned to produce curricula and training modules for emergency preparedness and 
response in the Africa region.

Regional surge capacity is operational with a roster of trained emergency experts and 
rapid supply of logistics from sub-regional hubs. Almost all countries in the Region re-
sponded to emergencies in 2010 including floods, mud slides, food crisis, conflicts and 
disease outbreaks. The time used to deliver emergency health kits to countries affected 
by emergencies has greatly reduced from several months to just about one week show-
ing overall increased efficiency in emergency operations. Coordinated technical support 
was provided to achieve communicable disease control including early warning and 
surveillance in 100% of conflicts and natural disasters.

The WHO is leading response and recovery activities in countries through health clus-
ter/health sector coordination with strong inter-sectoral collaboration. Partnerships have 
been strengthened with various agencies at regional, sub-regional and country levels. 
The performance of the Region in the utilization of available emergency funds improved 
significantly in 2010.
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