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This field guide for programme managers is the outcome of collaboration between
two Yellow Fever Initiative partners: the World Health Organization (WHO) and the
Agence de Médecine Préventive (AMP). This guide’s preparation was possible thanks to
support and funding from the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI).

We should like to thank all the partners in the Yellow Fever Initiative: the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), Médecins sans Frontieres (MSF), the United States
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), AMP and the Program for Appropriate Technology
in Health (PATH). Particular thanks are due to Mathilde Lourd, an epidemiologist
with AMP, who wrote this guide using the experience garnered from the EPIVAC
training programme in practical vaccine technology, as well as Dr Aristide Aplogan,
AMP director of regional public health programmes in Africa. Drs Sergio Yactayo and
William Perea from the WHO Global Alert and Response team also made valuable
contributions to the guide.



This field guide is intended for health workers at the central, intermediate and
peripheral levels (physicians, health workers and decision-makers) who may have
to deal with cases of adverse events following immunization (AEFI) related to yellow
fever vaccination.

This guide has been designed to help in planning and carrying out field investigations
into AEFI related to yellow fever vaccination. This initiative has been made possible by
the experience gathered over many years in different countries within the Expanded
Programme on Immunization (EPI) framework, using other vaccines such as those
against poliomyelitis and measles. Specific sections of the guide (e.g. the use of
active surveillance) relate specifically to adverse events that may occur following
yellow fever vaccination. The guide is therefore not intended to replace any existing
guidelines for AEFI surveillance in general. Whenever possible, and to optimize the
use of human and other resources, surveillance of adverse events related to yellow
fever vaccination should be coordinated with routine AEFI surveillance activities in
each country.

This guide contains practical information relating to adverse events on:

¢ planning and setting up a system of active and passive surveillance of yellow fever AEFI,

carrying out investigations into AEFI,

case management,
e communication with the public in regard to AEFI.

Users will find here an operational framework to adapt to local conditions as required.



AEFI: adverse event following immunization

ALAT: alanine aminotransferase

AMP: Agence de Médecine Préventive (Preventive Medicine Agency)
ASAT: aspartate aminotransferase

CDC: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (USA)

CISSE: Centres d’Information Sanitaire de la Surveillance Epidémiologique
(Centres for Health Information on Epidemiological Surveillance)

CPK: creatine phosphokinase
CSF: cerebrospinal fluid
EPI: Expanded Programme on Immunization

EPIVAC: programme de formation-action en épidémiologie et vaccinologie
(practical training programme on epidemiology and vaccine technology)

GACVS: Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety

GAVI: Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization

HIV: human immunodeficiency virus

IFRC: International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
IHR: International Health Regulations

MSF: Médecins sans Frontiéres

PATH: Program for Appropriate Technology in Health
UNICEF: United Nations Children’s Fund
WER: Weekly Epidemiological Record

WHO: World Health Organization
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