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Challenges to stopping the medicalization of female genital mutilation

Lack of protocols, manuals and guidelines to guide the health-care providers
Insufficient training and support for health-care providers

Lack of involvement of the local health sector in the prevention of
female genital mutilation

Lack of laws and the will to prosecute

IV. Strategy to accelerate progress
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a) Mobilize political will and funding

(@)
(b) Strengthen the understanding and knowledge of health-care providers
(c) Create supportive legislative and regulatory frameworks

(d)

d) Strengthen monitoring, evaluation and accountability
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Note on terminology

The term “female genital mutilation” is used in this strategy as it was in the two
interagency statements on female genital mutilation (WHO 1997 and WHO 2008).
The word “mutilation” emphasizes the gravity of the act. Some United Nations
agencies use the term “female genital mutilation/cutting” wherein the additional term
“cutting” is intended to reflect the importance of using non-judgemental terminology
with practising communities. Both terms emphasize the fact that the practice is a
violation of girls’ and women’s human rights.
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