UN-WATER GLOBAL ANNUAL ASSES..WIEN'IA
OF SANITATION AND DRINKING-WATER

e— % Y

') Targetmg resources for better result; =y

V@v World Health N,
&3 Organization UN WATER




WHO Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data :

UN-water global annual assessment of sanitation and drinking-water (GLAAS) 2010: targeting resources
for better results.

1.Sanitation - economics. 2.Water supply. 3.Potable water - supply and distribution. 4.International
cooperation. 5.National health programs. 6.Millennium development goals. |.World Health Organization.
[I.UN-Water.

ISBN 978 92 4 159935 1 (NLM classification: WA 675)

© World Health Organization 2010

All rights reserved. Publications of the World Health Organization can be obtained from WHO Press,
World Health Organization, 20 Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland (tel.: +41 22 791 3264; fax:
+41 22 791 4857; e-mail: bookorders@who.int). Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO
publications — whether for sale or for noncommercial distribution — should be addressed to WHO Press, at
the above address (fax: +41 22 791 4806; e-mail: permissions@who.int).

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers
or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be
full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they
are endorsed or recommended by the World Health Organization in preference to others of a similar
nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are
distinguished by initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information
contained in this publication. However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any
kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with
the reader. In no event shall the World Health Organization be liable for damages arising from its use.

Printed in Switzerland

Design and layout: www.paprika-annecy.com



4
UN-WATER GLOBAL ANNUAL ASSESSMENT
OF SANITATION AND DRINKING-WATER

~~ Targeting resources for better results

\tf@ World Health \/\N
&3V Organization UN WATER



In 2008, over 2.6 billion people were living without access to improved sanitation facilities, and nearly 900 million people
were not receiving their drinking-water from improved water sources. These stark figures are the headlines presented

in Progress on Sanitation and Drinking-water: 2010 Update—the latest report of the World Health Organization (WHO)/
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply and Sanitation (JMP), published in
March 2010. It describes a situation that is particularly grave with regard to sanitation, with less than half of the world’s rural
population and only three quarters of its urban population using improved facilities.

Not surprisingly, diarrhoea is the second leading contributor to global burden of disease—ahead of heart disease and
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). Two and a half billion cases of
diarrhoea occur in children under five years of age every year, and an estimated 1.5 million children die from it annually.
Diarrhoeal diseases impose a very significant burden on the public health resources in countries where unsanitary
conditions prevail, overwhelmingly the poorer countries of the world. Diarrhoeal diseases also affect the nutritional status
of children, indirectly adding to the disease burden. It is a burden carried by individual households (not least in economic
terms), by the health services (which often are literally overburdened) and by national economies. Not without reason,
the WHO Commission on Macroeconomics and Health rated the extension of access to safe drinking-water and basic
sanitation as a highly cost-effective health intervention.

The JMP report gives us the hard facts: statistics about the global situation and about the important disparities between
regions, between rural and urban populations and between different socioeconomic strata. One might ask why this
unsatisfactory situation continues when the problems associated with poor sanitation and unsafe drinking-water have been
known for so long and solutions seem readily at hand.

The big question is: Where are the real bottlenecks? Are they in the formulation and implementation of policies? In the
process of optimizing institutions and the arrangements between them? In the translation of political will into action? In the
decision-making on the allocation of resources at national and international levels? Or in the current education and training
programmes for professionals working in water and sanitation? The answer may be: “All of the above.”
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The UN-Water Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS) was established to enhance
our evidence base for answering the above questions and to inform the actions undertaken by UN-Water members and
partners. GLAAS is expected to elucidate where efforts stagnate in achieving the Millennium Development Goal Target
7.C—to halve, by 2015, the proportion of the population without sustainable access to safe drinking-water and basic
sanitation. It also highlights the challenges that need to be addressed by the United Nations system to collectively support
its Member States. These challenges are duly recognized by UN-Water, which seeks to inform ongoing global policy
dialogues about available solutions and to support Member States in overcoming them.

The first GLAAS report brings together survey data from 42 countries and 27 external support agencies and overlays

this information, together with information from other databases, on the data presented by JMP on access to and use of
basic sanitation and safe drinking-water. This composite information source is quite central to the actions undertaken by
UN-Water members and partners and is facilitating action by the development partners. For example, the new initiative
Sanitation and Water for All: A Global Framework for Action, which aims to bring sanitation and drinking-water issues “to
the top table of development”, will bring the GLAAS report as a key information source to the attention of decision-makers
at the highest level.

This GLAAS report initiates a series that will increasingly reach out to more Member States in the coming years. We hope
that you will find it interesting and stimulating, and that it will inform your decisions and actions to bring safe water and
basic sanitation to everyone who is currently without access.

Maria Neira Zafar Adeel

Director Chair, UN-Water

Public Health and Environment Director

World Health Organization Institute for Water, Environment and Health

United Nations University
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" UN-Water

UN-Water is a mechanism to strengthen coordination and coherence
among all United Nations (UN) bodies dealing with a variety of water-
related issues, such as health, farming, environment, energy, food,
climate, sanitation and disasters. UN-Water was set up in 2003 through
a decision by the High Level Committee on Programmes of the UN Chief
Executive Board for Coordination. The Chair of UN-Water is chosen from
one of the UN agencies for a two- to three-year term (the current chair
is with the UN University), whereas the Secretariat is hosted by the
UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs. UN-Water evolved from
many years of close collaboration among UN agencies and a firm belief
that still more can be done to strengthen the UN system in its efforts to
work more effectively on water and sanitation issues, which are among
the most urgent challenges of our time. UN-Water is not another UN
agency. Instead, UN-Water adds value to existing UN programmes and
projects and fosters more cooperation and information sharing among
UN agencies and their partners.

UN-Water web site: http://www.unwater.org
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UN-Water fosters coordination

UN-Water GLAAS and the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) worked together to ensure that there
would be no duplication of data collection efforts in Asia and the Pacific in 2009. In 2008, UNESCAP carried out a survey on sanitation
in the framework of the International Year of Sanitation (UNESCAP, 2009). In 2009, UNESCAP was asked to contribute to the planned
Asian Development Bank (ADB) report, Asian Water Development Outlook 2010, on household water security (ADB, in press). WHO and
UNESCAP agreed that instead of a separate survey for Asia, the GLAAS survey could provide an evidence base for UNESCAP’s work and
UNESCAP could facilitate GLAAS data collection in its region.
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UN-Water and WHO would like to specifically acknowledge the critical role of all the officers and consultants in countries
and external support agencies who participated in the 2009-2010 survey leading to this report, as well as the role of the
WHO country offices to facilitate this process and the catalysing role of all the Sanitation and Water for All members at
national, regional and global levels.

UN-Water and WHO would like to thank the following for their peer review of the report: Didier Allely-Fermé, WHO; Kader
Asmal, University of the Western Cape, South Africa; Jamie Bartram, University of North Carolina, United States of America
(USA); Joachim von Braun, University of Bonn, Germany; Clarissa Brocklehurst, UNICEF; Julia Bucknall, World Bank; Sue
Cauvill, Department for International Development (DFID), United Kingdom; Carol Chouchani Cherfane, UN Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia; Andrew Cotton, Loughborough University, United Kingdom; Oliver Cumming, London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom; Barbara Evans, University of Leeds, United Kingdom; Richard
Franceys, United Kingdom; Valérie Gaveau, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), France;
Dick van Ginhoven, Directorate-General for International Cooperation (DGIS), the Netherlands; David Gordon, University

of Bristol, United Kingdom; Omar Hopkins, Millennium Challenge Corporation, USA; Rifat Hossain, WHO; Guy Howard,
DFID, United Kingdom; Andrew Hudson, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP); José Hueb, Switzerland;

Guy Hutton, Water and Sanitation Program, World Bank (WSP); Pete Kolsky, World Bank; Ingeborg Krukkert, IRC, the
Netherlands; Johan Kuylenstierna, UN-Water; Jon Lane, Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council; Rolf Luyendijk,
UNICEF; Meera Mehta, Centre for Environmental Planning and Technology University, India; Christoph Merdes, Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Germany; Carl Mitchell, United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), USA; Alastair Morrison, UNDP; Toru Nishimura, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan; Hendrik van
Norden, UNICEF; Letitia Obeng, Global Water Partnership; Cecilia Piemonte, OECD; Frederik Pischke, UN-Water; Helen
Richards, DFID, United Kingdom; lan Ross, WaterAid, United Kingdom; Tom Slaymaker, WaterAid, United Kingdom;
Véronique Verdeil, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, France; Sanjay Wijesekera, DFID, United Kingdom; Mari
Williams, Tearfund, United Kingdom; Dano Wilusz, United States Department of State, USA; Stephen Young, DFID, United
Kingdom.

Additionally, UN-Water and WHO would also like to acknowledge the role of a large number of professionals and
institutions that have contributed in different ways to this assessment and report: Nicole Bella, United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); Julia Benn, OECD; Philippe Castermans, France; Piers Cross, South Africa;
Cédric Estienne, Hydroconseil, France; Cynthia Guttman, UNESCO; Julia Heiss, UNESCO; Edward Kairu, African Civil
Society Network on Water and Sanitation, Kenya; Cindy Kushner, UNICEF; Ti Le-Huu, UNESCAP; Leila Loupis, UNESCO;
Debashree Mukherjee, Switzerland; Edgar Quiroga, Universidad del Valle, Colombia; Jean Herivelo Rakotondrainibe,
Madagascar; Lovy Rasolofomanana, WaterAid, Madagascar; Annie Savina, France; Christine Sijoesma, IRC, the
Netherlands; Jae So, WSP; Ermina Sokou, UNESCAP; Pasquale Steduto, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO); Aminata Sylla, IRC, the Netherlands; Bai-mass Taal, African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW); Jérémie
Toubkiss, Hydroconseil, France; Clémentine Tribouillard, Hydroconseil, France; Chloé Tuot, UNESCO; Erma Uytewaal,

IRC, the Netherlands; Bruno Valfrey-Visser, Hydroconseil, France; Carolien van der Voorden, Water Supply and Sanitation
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