
WHO-EM/ARD/041/E

Country Cooperation Strategy for 
WHO and Somalia 

2010–2014

Somalia





WHO-EM/ARD/041/E

Country Cooperation Strategy for
WHO and Somalia 

2010–2014

Somalia



World Health Organization 2010 ©

All rights reserved.

 The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps represent 
approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

 The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply 
that they are endorsed or recommended by the World Health Organization in preference to 
others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the names 
of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters.

 All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify 
the information contained in this publication.  However, the published material is being 
distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied.  The responsibility for 
the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader.  In no event shall the World 
Health Organization be liable for damages arising from its use.

 Publications of the World Health Organization can be obtained from Health Publications, 
Production and Dissemination, World Health Organization, Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean, P.O. Box 7608, Nasr City, Cairo 11371, Egypt. tel: +202 2670 2535, fax: +202 
2765 2492; email: PAM@emro.who.int. Requests for permission to reproduce, in part or in 
whole, or to translate publications of WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean – 
whether for sale or for noncommercial distribution – should be addressed to WHO Regional 
Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, at the above address: email:  WAP@emro.who.int.

Document WHO-EM/ARD/041/E
Design and layout by Pulp Pictures

Printed by the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, Cairo



Contents

5

9

Abbreviations

Section 1. Introduction

Executive Summary 7

13

51

Section 2. Country Health and Development Challenges

Section 4. Current WHO Cooperation

15
15
20
39

53
53
53
53
57
57
57
58
58

2.1 Country brief
2.2 Socioeconomic profile
2.3 Health profile
2.4 Country-wide priorities

4.1 WHO’s programme in Somalia
4.2 Office of the WHO Representative
4.3 WHO field offices
4.4 Key areas of WHO collaboration
4.5 Support received from different levels of WHO
4.6 Logistics support and security
4.7 Funding
4.8 Constraints
4.9 Challenges

Section 3. Development Cooperation and Partnerships
43
47
47
48
48
49

3.1 Aid environment in the country
3.2 Key challenges related to development aid and partnerships
3.3 Alignment of international cooperation with the national health agenda
3.4 Harmonization of international cooperation
3.5 Coordination of aid and technical assistance
3.6 Development assistance and partnerships: key opportunities and challenges

41



Country Cooperation Strategy for WHO and Somalia

69Section 6. Implementing the Strategic Agenda: Implications for WHO
71
71
72

6.1 Overview
6.2 Implications for the country programme
6.3 Implications for the Regional Office and headquarters

Section 5. Strategic Agenda for WHO Cooperation
61
61

5.1 Introduction
5.2 Strategic priorities

59



5

Abbreviations

AFP Acute flaccid paralysis

AIDS Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome

CAP Consolidated appeals process

CCS Country Cooperation Strategy

CDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Atlanta)

CFR Case fatality rate

CISS Coordination of International Support to Somalis

COOPI Cooperazione Internazionale

DAC Development Assistance Committee (of the OECD)

DPT Diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus

EmOC Emergency obstetric care

EPI Expanded Programme on Immunization

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

FGM Female genital mutilation

FSNAU Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (of FAO)

GDP Gross domestic product

HDI Human development index

HIV Human immunodeficiency virus

HMIS Health management information system

HSC Health Sector Committee

IASC Interagency Standing Committee

IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

ICD International Cooperation for Development

ICDP International Child Development Programme

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross

IDP Internally displaced person

IFRC International Federation of Red Cross/Red Crescent Societies

ILO International Labour Organisation

IOM International Organization for Migration

ITN Insecticide-treated nets
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KEMRI Kenya Medical Research Institute

MDGs Millennium Development Goals

MOHL Ministry of Health and Labour (northwest Somalia)

MSF Médicins sans frontières

NES Northeast Somalia

NWS Northwest Somalia

OCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

PHC Primary health care

SACB Somali Aid Coordination Body

SCS South/central Somalia

SRCS Somali Red Crescent Society

STI Sexually transmitted infections

TFG Transitional Federal Government (for Somalia)

UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

UNCT United Nations Country Team

UNDCP United Nations Drugs Control Programme

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services

UNTP United Nations Transition Plan

USAID United States Agency for International Development

WASH Water, sanitation and hygiene

WB World Bank 

WFP World Food Programme

WTO World Trade Organization
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