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Development of these guidelines

This fourth edition of the anthrax guidelines encompasses a systematic review of the extensive new scientific 
literature and relevant publications up to end 2007, as well as the conclusions of an expert meeting1 held in 
Nice, France, in 2003. Draft versions of this new edition have undergone two rounds of a rigorous peer-review 
process. For many sections of the document, contributions from scientists with specific areas of expertise were 
actively sought and the draft versions were sent to these contributors for their corrections and approval. 

WHO is planning to develop a training package to support Member States in applying this guidance. Although 
new scientific information on anthrax is expected to continue to become available, this document should 
remain a relevant source of information for the management of anthrax in humans and animals for at least the 
next five years. WHO therefore plans to review these guidelines within the next five to seven years.

Despite a process of wide consultation and extensive peer review, it is recognized that there is always room 
for improvement when developing guidance of this nature. Feedback from users in the form of comments 
on the scientific contents, usefulness and accessibility, and suggestions for improvements, are especially  
welcome.

1	 Improving public health preparedness for and response to the threat of epidemics: anthrax network. Report of a WHO meeting, Nice, France, 
29–30 March 2003. Geneva, World Heath Organization, 2003 (document WHO/CDS/CSR/GAR/2003.9; http://www.who.int/csr/
resources/publications/surveillance/WHO_CDS_CSR_GAR_2003_9/en/).
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