
SE/BAN
TOB/NCD/001

DOC/1

Impact of Tobacco-related Illnesses in Bangladesh

World Health Organization
Dhaka, Bangladesh

January 2005



ii

 World Health Organization (2005)

The findings, interpretations and conclusions expressed herein are
those of the investigators and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
World Health Organization. WHO does not guarantee the accuracy of
the data included in this work.

Publications of WHO enjoy copyright protection in accordance with
the provisions of Protocol 2 of the Universal Copyright Convention.
For rights of reproduction or translation, in part or in toto, of
publications issued by the WHO Bangladesh of the South-East Asia
Region, application should be made to WHO Representative’s Office,
House No. 12, Road No. 7, Dhanmondi Residential Area, Dhaka 1205,
GPO Box No. 205, Bangladesh. The designations employed and the
presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of
the WHO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or
area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers
or boundaries.

Printed in Bangladesh



WHO acknowledges the contribution of the following experts for
designing and conducting the study, and writing the report∗: 

Investigators:
Dr. Arnab Acharya, The Research Triangle Institute, USA
Dr. M Mostafa Zaman, WHO Bangladesh
Dr. Iftekhar Quasem, Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee
(BRAC), Bangladesh
Dr. Syed Mahfuzul Huq, National Institute of Cardiovascular
Diseases, Bangladesh
Dr. Nigar Nargis, Department of Economics, University of Dhaka 
Mr. Golam Kibria Nury, WHO Bangladesh
Ms. Tahmina Begum, WHO Bangladesh

With assistance from: 
Drs. Anne Marie Perucic, WHO Geneva 
Arifuzzaman Khan, WHO Bangladesh
Khalilur Rahman, WHO SEARO
Douglas Bettcher, WHO Geneva 
Sawat Ramaboot, WHO SEARO
Ayda Yurekli, WHO Geneva

Under overall supervision of: 
Dr. Suniti Acharya, WHO Bangladesh

Editors:
Drs. M. Mostafa Zaman
Nigar Nargis

In collaboration with:
Drs. Taimor Nawaz and Farid Uddin Bhuiyan, Bangladesh Medical College Hospital,

Dhaka; 

Faridul Islam, Emran Bin Yunus and Toufiqul Alam, Chittagong Medical College Hospital,

Chittagong;

M. A. Faiz, F. M. Siddiqui and Md Nazmul Huda, Dhaka Medical College Hospital, Dhaka; 

Quazi Tarikul Islam and Abul Kalam Azad, Rajshahi Medical College Hospital, Rajshahi;

Imran Matin, Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC), Dhaka.

iii

∗Preliminary results were presented at the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Dhaka on 26 September 2004





Bangladesh has been passing through an epidemiological transition.
The disease patterns have been changing from predominance of
communicable diseases to non-communicable diseases such as heart
diseases, strokes, chronic respiratory diseases, and cancers. Many of
these major killer diseases are largely preventable by appropriate
lifestyle measures. Use of tobacco is one of such lifestyle factors. This
study provides a very comprehensive evidence-based data on tobacco-
related illnesses and their impact on Bangladesh economy. I hope that
the data and information contained in this report will provide valuable
insight not only to Bangladesh but also to other developing and
transitional economies for tobacco control measures such as
legislations and programme implementations. 
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