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Simple measures save lives

“Clean Care is Safer Care” is the title of the Global Patient Safety Challenge for
2005-2006. The focus is on preventing infection associated with health care, and
the core message is: simple measures save lives.

Hand hygiene is one very simple action that can greatly reduce health care-
associated infection and its risks. The Global Patient Safety Challenge for 2005-2006
will bring together the WHO Cuidelines on Hand Hygiene in Health Care (Advanced
Draft) with ongoing actions on blood safety, injection and immunization safety,
safer clinical practices, and safer water, sanitation and waste management.

The Global Patient Safety Challenge will catalyse commitment by all players
— policy-makers, international experts, front-line staff, patients and managers — to
make clean care and, therefore, safer care an everyday reality in all countries.

It is fitting that the World Alliance for Patient Safety has selected health care-
associated infection as the topic for its first Global Patient Safety Challenge. These
infections are a major patient safety concern. They affect hundreds of millions of
people worldwide every year. Infections take their toll in terms of avoidable patient
deaths and disability. They also waste scarce health-care resources. No country can
claim to have solved the problem completely.

Indeed, health care-associated infection is growing as a problem. Patients are
becoming more susceptible to infections because of more serious underlying
illnesses. Poor compliance with hand hygiene by health-care staff, lack of access
to safe water, unclean instruments and environmental surfaces all contribute to the
problem. The environment of patient care is also important. Factors such as under-
staffing, high levels of bed occupancy and increased transfer of patients, all create
new risks of infection.

The world has the knowledge and resources to dramatically reduce the impact
of health care-associated infection. What is needed is commitment and action at all
levels, to ensure that every patient’s right to the cleanest and safest care is achieved.
We want every country, every hospital and every health clinic around the world to
support the Global Patient Safety Challenge. The opportunity for action has never
been greater, nor its need more urgent.

Sir Liam Donaldson
Chair
World Alliance for Patient Safety
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