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Summary of discussions and recommendations
from the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts
to the Department of Immunization,
Vaccines and Biologicals

The Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) was established in 1999 by the
Director-General of WHO to provide guidance on the work of the Department of
Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals (IVB)!. SAGE held its sixth meeting on
27-29 October 2004 in Geneva, Switzerland. The following summarizes the principal
points raised and the recommendations made by SAGE.

Global Immunization Vision and Strategies

The context in which national immunization programmes function has changed
dramatlcally globally, the expanded range of traditional and new vaccines used in
immunization programmes is protecting more children against disease; and many
more innovations aimed at reducmg disease burden are in the pipeline. The Global
Polio Eradication Initiative is now tackling the last remaining foci of wild poliovirus
transmission and looking ahead to certification and cessation of oral poliovirus vaccine
(OPV) use. Significant progress is also being made in several countries in reducing
mortality caused by measles.

However, four global immunization challenges must be addressed: how to sustain
the gains, both managerially and financially; how to ensure equitable access to new
vaccines; how to control diseases such as avian flu, severe acute respiratory syndrome
(SARS) and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)/acquired immunodeficiency
syndrome (AIDS); and how to finance the more costly new vaccines currently
available as well as those shortly to come forward from clinical trials. These new
vaccines present an opportunity to scale up immunization activities, to reach everyone,
and to increase the range of diseases prevented by vaccination.

Furthermore, the scope of the financial resources being made available through
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