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Executive summary

Background:

The Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) was established in 1999 by the
Director-General of WHO to provide guidance on the work of the Organization
and its Department of Vaccines and Biologicals (V&B). SAGE held its fifth annual
meeting on 7-9 July 2003 in Geneva, Switzerland. The name of the Department has
been changed later in the year to : Department of Immunization, Vaccines and
Biologicals (IVB). It was however decided to keep its former designation for this
report.

The SAGE meeting 2003 proposed four sessions: plenary, innovation, immunization
systems and accelerated disease control. Presentations covered the main achievements
and challenges facing the Organization and its partners. The mission entrusted to
V&B: “a world in which all people at risk are protected against vaccine-preventable
diseases”, is driven by nine targets grouped into the major programme areas:
innovation, immunization systems and accelerated disease control.

The following section summarizes the main comments and recommendations
made by SAGE, with regard to furthering V&B’s work in these important areas.
The complete list of recommendations and endorsements can be found at the end of
the report.

Plenary session

Polio eradication strategic approach 2003: revisions and risks

Tremendous progress has been made in eliminating wild poliovirus: by the end of

2007 the virnic wac circnilatine in anlv ceven canntries SAGFE aoreed that availahle
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