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Executive Summary
Successful societies safeguard their future by continually striving to improve the well-being of their

children. They understand that healthy, well-developed, educated and respected progeny ensure

that past achievements serve as the foundation for continuing progress.
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The State of Child Health Today
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TABLE 1:

WORLD LEADING CAUSES OF DALYSI) IN 2000

All causes Rank % of total

Lower respiratory infections* 1 6.4

Perinatal conditions* 2 6.2

HIV/AIDS 3 6.1

Unipolar depressive disorders 4 4.4

Diarrhoeal diseases* 5 4.2

Ischaemic heart disease 6 3.8

Cerebrovascular disease 7 3.1

Road-traffic accidents 8 2.8

Malaria 9 2.7

Tuberculosis 10 2.4

*Primarily or exclusively childhood diseases

I) DALYs (Disability Adjusted Life-Years) are indicators

of the time lived with a disability and the time lost to

premature morality.
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Recognizing risk factors affecting child health
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