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Because we are poor,
we cannot afford
not to do research.
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An Evaluation of Infont Growth

PREF ACE n preparation for the WHO Expert Commit-
Itee meeting on Physical status: the use and

interpretation of anthropometry, a Working
Group on Infant Growth was established to as-
sess the growth patterns of infants following cur-
rent WHO feeding recommendations, and the rel-
evance of such patterns to the development of
growth reference data.

This document presents the full report of the
analyses carried out, which were the basis for the
Working Group’s recommendations to the Expert
Committee. The information is being made avail-
able to the scientific community to encourage and
support further research on the questions raised
by the Txpert Committee afier its evaluation of
present knowledge about infant-growth assess-
ment.

In providing this information, the Working
Group secks to improve the nutritional manage-
ment of infants and children by motivating the
development of new scientific information that will
fill gaps in knowledge and resolve a number of
crucial issues raised by the Group's analyses.
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