


The World Health Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations 
with primary responsibility for international health matters and public health. 
Through this organization, which was created in 1948, the health professions of 
some 160 countries exchange their knowledge and experience with the aim of 
making possible the attainment by all citizens of the world by the year 2000 of a 
level of health that will permit them to lead a socially and economically 
productive life. 

By means of direct technical cooperation with its Member States, and by 
stimulating such cooperation among them, WHO promotes the development of 
comprehensive health services, the prevention and control of diseases, the 
improvement of environmental conditions, the development of health manpower, 
the coordination and development of biomedical and health services research, 
and the planning and implementation of health programmes. 
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